TENNYSON’S IN MEMORIAM AND 
THE FUTURE LIFE. 


BY REV. JOHN Q. ADAMS. 


|For THE OCCIDENT. | 

“If the wages of Virtue be dust, 
Would she have heart-to endure for the life 
of the worm and the fly? 

She desires no isles of the blest, no quiet seats 


of the just, 
To rest in‘a golden grove, or to bask insum- 

mer sky: 
Give her the wages of going on, and not to 


The Prologue of In Memoriam “views 
the body of the .Poem. as essentially 
complete, and’ gathers into itself the 
greatest and highest achievement of 
its thought.” The Poem records the 
long struggle whose victory.the Pro- 
logie’éétébrates. “This is natural, for it 
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was written in 1849, after the former 
was completed. 
child of today, even though it may 
never grow old. It could not have been 
written in any other century save the 
nineteenth. It isa profound expression 
of the prevailing tone of this age, it 
breathes the “zeitgeist,” as possibly no 
other poem of the century does. A rec- 
ord of long, weary struggles through 
which the soul has come at last into 
peace, it has been called a series of 
meditations on love, death and immor- 
tality. I should rather call it the record 
of the soul agonies of faith and love 
over the awful mysteries, the profound 
problems, of death and the future life. 


We must not look for science nor logic 
in the Poem, though both may be there 


and neither will be contradicted. What 


The Poem itself isa there is there may be better and truer 


than either. Thelarger knowledge, of 
which words only “half reveal and half 
conceal the soul within” (as they do his 
grief), is not learned in their schools. 
Faith, love, humility, reverence, are 
better teachers than science or logic. 


Just as the poet fo und God 


Not in world or sun, 

Or eagle's wing, or insect’s eye; 

Nor thro’ the questions men may try, 
The petty cobwebs we have spun,”’ 


but the heart “stood up and answer’d, 
[ have felt”, and | 
‘‘Then was I as a child that cries, 
But, crying, knows his father near;”’ 
so is he convinced of his friend’s per- 
sonal immortality not by arguments 
drawn from natural science with logical 
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force and acumen, but because he is a 
man with a man’s hopes and fears, strug- 
gles and triumphs, aspirations and 
loves. 
‘Thou wilt not leave us in the dust: 
Thou madest man, he knows not why, 


He thinks he was not made to die+ 
And thou hast made him: thou art just” 


Or again, this “Strong Son of God, 
Immortal Love,” has his foot on Death’s 
skull. How do we know? 


“By faith, and faith alone, 
Believing where we cannot prove,” 


is the answer of the Prologue and the 
Poem. 


‘‘We have but faith: we cannot know; 
For knowledge is of things we see; 
And yet we trust it comes eee thee, 

A beam in darkness: let it grow.” 


So he trusts at last that his friend 
livesin God, 


there 
| find him worthier to be loved.” 


The whole Poem shows that this is a 
conscious perscnal life for his friend. 
Nothing else satisfies him. But there 
are limitations in this knowledge; igno- 
rance on many points mingles with his 
ciies which give it expression. Appro- 


priate therefore is the prayer with 


which the Prologue closes: 
“Forgive these wild and wandering cries, 
Confusicns of a wasted youth; 
Forgive them where they fail in truth, 
And in thy wisdom make me wise.” 


But, as already said, not at once nor | 


without a long struggle has the poet 
reached these conclusions. The well- 
known poem on Doubt— xcvi —so 
often misquoted, illustrates how stren- 
uous has been the conflict. It refers 
to Arthur Hallam, but it describes also 
the experience of the poet himself. 
Though he “touch’d a jarring lyre at 


first,” he “ever strove to make it true:” 
‘‘He fought his doubt and gather’d strength, 
He would not make his judgment blind, 
He faced the spectres of the mind 
And laid them: thus he came at length 
To find a stronger faith his own.” 


The jubilant note of the beginning of 
the poem, 
“Ring out wild bells, to the wild sky,” 
and ending with, 
‘‘Ring out the darkness of the land, 
Ring in the Christ that is to be,” 


was not born of ennui nor of indif- 
ference to the difficulties and perplexi- 
ties which surround us. The great 
thoughts which find noble expression 
in the whole Poem have been forged in 
the heat of battle, and because he fought 
his doubts and laid them, instead of 
fighting for his doubts and cherishing 
them, which is the popular way, he not 
only comes himself into the larger faith 
but is fitted to be the guide of many 
another storm-tossed soul. What he 
says of life may be applied to this war- 


teaches. 
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fare between faith and doubt over the 


great problems of life and immortality. 
‘Life is not as idle ore, . 
But iron dug from central gloom, 
And heated hot with burning fears, 
And dipt‘in baths of hissing tears, 
_ And batter’d>with the shocks of doom 
To shape and use.” 


So his faith in the future life, a faith 
dug from central gloom and made hot 
with burning fears and hissing tears 


and battered with the shocks of doom, 
_is fitted to shape and guide the waited: 


of doubting, troubled pilgrims. 
At first the poet is overwhelmed biy 


‘hisgreat sorrow. Hesits solitary “within 


a helmless bark.” The loss is irrepar- 
able. ‘‘Common” it may be, but that only 
makes it the more bitter, and for him 
there is no “second friend.” His sorrow 
affects not only his own life, but makes 
desolate the house, the old familiar 
scenes, and all with which the dead was 
associated. Everything is different and 
he is hopeless. 

Yet he cannot believe that this is the 
end. Life needs “help of love,” and, 
‘‘no lapse of moons can canker love.” In 
this way the cry of the heart out of its 
great sorrow must find its answer. Soin 


Christmas — xxviI-xxx — calm comes 


to the disturbed soul in the thought 


“that the dead are immortal, and that, 


though separated from us, their love is 


unchanged.” 
“They do not die 
Nor lose their mortal sympathy, 
Nor change to us, although they change; 
Rapt from the fickle and the frail 
With gather’d power, yet the same, 
Pierces the keen seraphic fame 
From orb to orb, from veil to veil.” 


Thus faith has taught him that love is. 
immortal. 

Love also contradicts the appearances 
of death. This is over and over again 
asserted in the poem. Thus back and 
forth, this great human sorrow drives 
the poet, sometimes almost to despair, 
again to joyous hope. Again and again 
it seems as if little progress was being 
made toward the final victory, yet every 
step brings us nearer the triumph of 
faith; the starting point after each seem- 
ing retreat is far in advance of that 
which has gone before. We are more 
and more certain what the final issue 
will be. | 

All this and much more life itself 
If not, then all is darkness, 


and nothing is what it seems: 
“My own dim life should teach me this, 
That life shall live forevermore, 
Else earth is darkness at the core 
And dust and ashes all that is.” 


But it is impossible in this paper to 


follow step by step this long struggle. 


Every lover of In Memoriam is familiar 
with the heart of the Poem, XI-Lx\. 
Here the doubts and questionings fin: 
fullest treatment. Love’s answers tv 
eager questions regarding the heavenly 


life beyond the grave come first; the 


progress made by his friend amid “the 
full-grown energies of heaven,”-and, “in 
the undiscover’d lands” where his pat 
lie, sothat the poet fears that ‘thro’ a‘! 

the secular to be,” he will ever be 4 
life behind; whether he is conscious 
that life; and what of memory? does ¢ 
continue? and what isits nature? Surely 
man does not have to 


anew there: 

“There no shade can last 

In that deep dawn behind the tomb, 

But clear from marge to marge shall blooi 

The eternal landscape of the past.” 

And is it a personal existence? is he « 
separate whole? 

“Eternal form shall still divide 

The eternal soul from all beside, 

And I shall know him when we nieet.” 
Nothing here of the vague indefinite. 
ness of ‘the invisible choir’ of George 


‘Eliot! 


Then we have a group of poems 


_ which have to do with the life that now 
the poems which celebrate the first | 


is; our life in God as the immortals see 
it; our high ideals unattained; sin in its 
relation to character; and the final goal 
of the imperfect life. This is followed 
by the group—Lx-Lxv—which has to 
do with the relation of these two lives. 


Perhaps, bitter. thought, the loved one 


may desire to forget his earthly love' 
Or possibly he remembers it with pleas- 
ure? But love once more conquers and 
gives the answer: 

“Love’s too precious to be lost, 

A little grain shall not be spilt.” 
And then we come to “the culminating 
achievement of faith” in this part of the 
Poem: 


The Royal is the highest grade baking powder 
known. Actual tests show it goes one- 
third further than any other brand. 


Absolutely Pure 


ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., NEW YORK. 
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There is a right chimney for 
every lamp. The Index gives 
you its Number. 

Your dealer should have it. 


Write Macheth Pittsbure:: Pa 


“Since we deserved the name of friends, 
And thine effect so lives in me, 
A part of mine may live in thee 

And move thee on to noble ends.” 


Some gems from the Poem bearing on 
our theme must not be omitted. Dead 
when so young, and his work unfin- 
ished? 

‘‘But somewhere, out of human view, 


Whate’er thy hands are set todo 
Is wrought with tumult of acclaim.” 


‘I know transplanted human worth 
Will bloom to profit otherwhere.” 


He is certain that communion contin- 
ues even though death separates them, 


love makes it possible; and equally cer- 
tain, to use Tennyson’s own comment 


on poem cil, that “everything that 
made life beautiful here, we may hope 
may pass on with us beyond the grave.” 
He is conscious also that grief tends to 


selfishness, and so he will not shut him- 


selfup toit. One other blessed truth 
comforts him; 

“OQ daysand hours, your work is this, 

To hold me from my proper place, 

A little while from his embrace, 


For fuller gain of after bliss.” 

The poet knows well that his songs 
have not, and will not,shutout ali doubt. 
But for him the triumph is complete,and 
so it will be for every one who follows 


the guidance of faith and love. 
“Dear friend, far off, my lost desire, 
So far, so near in woe and weal; 
O loved the most, when mostI feel 
There is a lower and a higher; 


Known and unknown; human, divine; 
Sweet human hand and lips and eye; | 
Dear heavenly friend that canst not die, 

Mine, mine, for ever, ever mine; 


Strange friend, past, present, and to be; 

Loved deeplier, darklier understood; 
Behold, I dream a dream of good, 
_. And mingle all the world with thee.” 

It is not strange then that an Ephi- 
thalamium is the Epilogue of this mar- 
velous outburst of song, this unequaled 
Elegy over a dead friend. And at the 
marriage feast it is fitting that the pres- 


For Over Fifty Years. 


Mrs. WINSLOW’S SOOTHING SYRUP has 
been used for over fifty years by millions of 
mothers for their children while teething, with 
perfect success. It soothes the child, softens 
the gums, allays all pain, cures wind colic, and 
is the best remedy for Diarrhoea. It will re- 
lieve the poor little sufferer immediately. Sold 


by Druggists in every part of the world. Twen- 
ty-five cents a bottle. Be sure and ask for 
“Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup,” and take no 
other kind. 
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ence of “a stiller guest” “among the 


rest,” “that friend of mine who lives in 
God.” should increase the joy of the 
nuptial hour. Henceforth the great 
sorrow is conquered. 

No lover of Zennyson or of his great 
masterpiece—a poem which alone is 
enough to make the Victorian age 
memorable forever—can feel more 
keenly than the writer how inade- 
quately this sketch represents the 
wealth of teaching contained in In 
Memoriam on this great theme. 
There is scarcely a question suggested 
by our doubts and difficulties which 
does not find a place there, and best of 
all, an answer, as a rule, whicb centers 
in Him who is the strong Son ot God, 
Immortal Love. But if the reader of 
this article is sent to the poem to study 
it anew I shall have accomplished all that 
I had hoped. 

Berdoe, a student of medicine, an 
avowed agnostic, yet not satisfied, 
asked a certain theologian where he 
could get light. “Buy a set of Robert 
Browning,’ was the answer. He 
knew his man and the result justified 
the advice. Into the light, yes, Zghz, 
came this seeker with Browning in his 


hands—Browning for wkom 
“The acknowledgment of God in Christ, 
Accepted by thy reason, solves for thee 
All questions in the earth and out of it, 
And has so fat advanced thee to be wise.” 


For some nen, in some of the difficulties 


of today, the advice could be wisely 


given: ‘Buy Tennyson’s In Memoriam.” 
For, as Tennyson says, In Memoriam 
expresses “my conviction that fear, 
doubts and sufferings will find answer 
and relief only through Faith ina God 
of Love.” [Memoir 1:304. ] 

In the midst of so much uncleanness 
and pessimism in poetry and prose, we 
point to the clean white page of this 
song, ‘one of the most victorious songs 
that ever poet chanted.” Surely no one 
will ever lay down the volume without 
having had his faith and love strength- 


ened in 


“That Gcd, which ever lives and loves, 
One God, one law, one element. 
And one far-off divine event, 

To which the whole creation moves.” 


Clifton Springs, New York. 


EvERY first thing continues forever 
with the child; the first color, the first 
music, the first flower, paint the fore 
ground of his life. The first inner or 
outer object of love, injustice, or such 
like, throws sunshine or shadow far 
along his after life. 


The Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father, with his angels; and 
then he shall reward every man accord 
ng to his works. Matt. 16:27. . 


Themes. 


A COLORED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


From the Herald and Presbyter: 


Arrangements have been. perfected 
for the organization of a separate and 
self-governing colored Presbyterian 
Church. The Southern Presbyterian 
General Assembly, at its meeting last 
spring, took special action urging such 
an organization, and giving assurance 
fo the continuance of its financial help 
and hearty co-operation. The Execu- 
tive Committee of Colored Evangeliza- 
tion was instructed to give all neces- 
sary counsel and assistance. A conven- 
tion was recently held in Birmingham, — 
Ala. There were four independent 
presbyteries represented, and two pres- 
byteries that are still in connection 
with the Southern Church. Drs. 
Goetchius, Curry, Phillips and Sholl, of 
the Assembly’s committee, were pre- 
sent. After consultation it was un- 
animously resolved that a separate and 
self-governing colored Presbyterian 
Church should be organized as soon as 
possible. A call was issued to all pres- 
byteries holding these views to send re- 
presentatives to a meeting to be held in 
Berean Church, New Orleans, the third 
Thursday of May, 1898, for the purpose 
of perfecting the organization, and ap- 
pointments were made of those who 
should preside and attend to the details 
of enrollment. 

There is no doubt now as to the re- 
sult. .The colored churches, ministers 
and presbyteries, heretofore connected 
with the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
will be organized into a Presbyterian 
Church separate and self-governed. 
Constituted entirely of colored Presby- 
terians, it will be maintained and 
governed by themselves, according to 
the wisdom that may be given them. 
It is a movement which will attract deep 


Deafness Cannot Be Cured 


By local applications, as they cannot reach the 
diseased portion of the ear. There is only 
one way to cure Deafness, and that is by con- 
stitutional remedies. Deafness is caused by 
an inflamed condition of the mucous lining of 
the Eustachian Tube. When this tube gets 
inflamed you have a rumbling sound or imper- 


fect hearing, and when it is entirely closed 
Deafness is the result, and unless the inflam- 
mation can be taken out and this tube restored 
to its normal condition, hearing will be de- 
stroyed forever; nime cases ou of ten are 
caused by catarrh, which is nothing but an 
inflamed condition of the mucous surfaces. 

We will give One Hundred Dollars for any 
case of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that can- 
not be cured by Hall’s Catarrh Cure. Send: 
for circulars,free. F.J. CHENEY & CO., 

Toledo, O 
by Druggists, 75c. 
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interest. Those who enter upon it will 
need divine grace and strength and 
wisdom for their direction, and these 
are surely given to all who humbly ask 
for them. They will also need the 
sympathy and «hearty co-operation of 
those with whom they have _ been as- 
sociated heretofore, but these are 
pledged to them in advance. 


It would seem that if these brethren 


are ready for this step, the way is open 
before them. Some of the difficulties 
which have existed from the comming- 
ling of the two elements in the same 
presbyteries, synods and General As- 
semblies will be removed. There wiil be 
the opportunity for the extending to 
these colored people a hearty assistance, 
whose exercise has heretofore been to 
some degree obstructed. No one knows 
to what proportion this new organiza- 
tion may grow, but ail who have an in- 
terest in the welfare of the colored 
people and in the development and 
growth of Presbyterianism, whether 
they believe in the wisdom ofa sep- 
arate organization or not, will hope 
that no mistake may be made to inter- 
fere with the success of those who are 
promoting the enterprise. 


ADVISE WITH YOUR PASTOR. 


the United Presbyterian: 
_ Pastors and their people, parents and 
their children, masters and their ser- 


vants too often seem to lose sight of. 


their close relationship to each other, 
and of the duties and obligations of 
these relationships. If parents and 
children had a _ better conception of 
their respective obligations growing 
out of their divinely ordained relation- 
ships to each other, there would be 
much more harmony and happiness in 
many hemes than there is. And who 
does not know that it is the failure of 
masters and servants, of employers and 
employes to recognize their inter-de- 
pendence, that leads to most of the dis- 
astrous disputes which so often exist 
between them. 

Pastors are the shepherds of their 
flocks. ‘They watch for their souls, 
as they that must give account.” They 
are required to be “faithful in reclaim- 
ing sinners, and building up saints in 
their most holy faith.’ The people 
also have duties which they are re- 
quired to perform. They should yield 
to their pastors ‘all due support, re- 
spect, encouragement and obedience in 
the Lord.” “Obey them,” says the 
apostle, ‘that have the rule over you, 
and submit yourselves.” 


As pastors are required to take heed 


for their souls. 
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not only to themselves, but also “‘to all 
the flock over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made them overseers,” and 
to “feed the Church of God which he 
hath ‘purchased with his own blood,” 
recognize their mutual relation, and 
afford all possible co-operation in caring 
They should fre- 
quently consult with him, and seek his 
advice, especially in times of doubt and 
difficulty. Many a good member of the 
flock has been troubled with doubts and 
fears, has gone “mourning all the day 
long,’ and has ‘walked in darkness, 
and has had no light,” who if he had 
gone to his pastor for counsel and in- 
struction would have obtained the help 
he so much needed. | 

To all, but especially to every young 
man, we would say, Keepin close touch 
with your pastor. Never try to shun 
or avoid him, particularly when he is 
visiting pastorally. Always feel free 
to go to him with any trouble you may 
have. You will find him your best 
counselor, and one in whom you can 
always confide. 


From the Methodist Recorder: If we 
might be permitted, we would like to 
speak a work of caution and, perhaps, 
of instruction to the young preacher. 
Do not fear that your ideas and 
thoughts can ever be above the people. 
No matter how humble their circum- 


stances in life or how limited their ad-_ 


vantages of education, they will under- 
stand the greatest thoughts you can 
think if you will only present them in 
an intelligent way in language with 
which they are familiar. The difficulty 
is not with the ideas, but with the lan- 
guage of their presentation. The 
truth is we are all living in the midst of 
a babel. Kvery profession and every 
trade and almost every occupation has 
its own peculiar language which isa 
sealed book to all who are not used to its 
terminology. 


Iyndeavor to explain the truth to the 


ordinary and unlearned congregation in 
the technical language of the schools or 
your theological books, and you will pro- 
bably have no success. The fault lies 
not with the truth, but with expression 
of it in language. Hence sometimes 
when you have the feeling that your 
preaching is not understood, inquire 


and see whether the blame is not with 
yourself rather than a lack of intelli- 
gence on the part of the people. Now 
bear this in mind that notwithstanding 
there is confusion of tongue—and this 
in the higher circles as well as in the 
lower—there is still a common language 


which is generally understood and 
spoken by all classes without regard to 
the occupations, the schools or amuse- 
ments of life. It is the good, strong, 


vigorous English of every-day life—the 


language with which men of every de- 
gree express their wants, their 
longings, their affections, their hopes 
and impress their thoughts upon their 
friends. Forget the long, hard and 
technical words which you learned in 
the schools and with which you are so 
familiar, and translate your ideas into 
this common language of the people, 
and you need never complain that your 
thoughts are to great or too deep to be 
understood. This in some measure ex- 
plains the power of Mr. Moody, and is a 
reason why he is heard gladly by ail 
classes alike. The highest culture has 
the simplest expression. 


| 


“Where do you 
buy your 
Books ?” 


There is one bookstore in § 
San Francisco that will 
supply any proper 
v published at the same price } 
it can be obtained for from @ 


Y either New York or Chi- 


cago. 


- Catalogues of any publisher 
on request. 


Write them 
to-day 


American Tract Society 
637 Market St. « 


San Francisco 


Quick 


Department 


So far as possible all 
are filled on day of ts 
oe book ordered, if not $ 
in stock, quickly obtained. 
Inquiries about any book § 
cheerfully and promptly 
answered. 

American Tract Society | 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS. 


Religion makes people happy-Christ- 


mas fairly bubbles over with mirth and 
hilarity, and Christmas owes all its joy 
and gladness to our holy religion. The 
first Christmas was ushered in with the 
song of angels, and the publishing’ of 
“glad tidings of great joy which shall be 
to all people;’ and each succeeding 
Christmas resounds more loudly with 
the melody of earth’s response to heav- 
en's song, and broadens and brightens 
more and more the joy of the nations of 
mankind. 

We wish our readers a Merry Christ- 
mas, in the good old-fashioned sense of 
the word, merry not with “the laughter 
of fools” which is “as the crackling of 
thorns under a pot,” but with the deep 
and lasting gladness that comes from the 
love of the babe of Bethlehem and a 
share in the blessings of his grace. 
‘Him serve with mirth,” as the good old 
metrical version of the Psalms says. 
Let your Christmas be a happy time, 
and let your happiness overflow, until it 
fill all hearts around you. 

We wish the children a merry Christ- 
mas, for Christmas is especially the 
children’s festival. All its gladness has 
its source in alittle child and radiates 
from his manger cradle like beams of 
light from the sun; and Christmas brings 
its wealth of happiness to children in 
the gifts of love lavished upon them. 
It seems to us that the prophet Malachi 
must have had Christmas in mind when 
he wrote in the last sentence of the 
Old Testament, “He shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children;”’ for 
parental love has been planning and 
working for weeks to provide a happy 
Christmas for the little ones and in the 
joy of their children the joy of fathers 
and mothers shall be full. 

If there is any saint in the calendar 
whose ‘‘cult’? we would encourage, it is 
good old Santa Claus, or as he Is called 
in the familiar rhyme, “Saint Nick.” 
What an incarnation of benevolence he 
is, and how fully in keeping with the 
spirit of the Christmas time is his work. 
He goes everywhere, to the huts of the 
poor as well as the palaces of the rich, 
bestowing his bounties with a lavish 
hand; andif, as is proper, he shows a 
partiality for ‘good children,” he is not 
very sharp-sighted in noting transgres- 
sions and yields at once to promises of 
amendment. And how fittingly he falls 
into place in that world of imagination 
in which children delight to live, and 
from which we are awakened alas too 
soon by the realities of life. Letthe 


children believe in old Santa, we would 
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say, as long asthey can. It is a super- 
Stition, but its spell is not lasting or 
harmful, and when the little ones find 
out for certain what they have all along 
suspected, that Santa is only Papaor 
Uncle John, the necessary transfer of 
affection is exceedingly easy. 


THE INCARNATION IN RELATION TO 
THE INSIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
| EARTH. 


The incarnation of the Son of God is 
an event so out of proportion to the low- 
liness of the race whose nature He as- 
sumed and the littleness of the world on 


which the stupendous event occurred, 
that faith is sometimes staggered by it. 
And unbeliet has not been slow to press 
its incongruity and improbability. Our 
earth is one of the least of the worlds, 
a mote that floats in the sunbeam, ora 
drop of water in comparison with the 
vast ocean of the universe. Is it at all 
probable that it should be chosen as the 
theatre of the most stupendous of all 
events? 

The objection, though ‘aibaleatiy for- 
midable, is really superficial. Spiritual 
things are not to be measured by mater- 
ial standards. 
certain number of cubic miles of matter 
before it can come within the scope of 
the condescension and love of God? Is 
it not the very essence of condescension 
that it stoops to the lowliest? And it is 
a groundless assumption that great 
events must have a great theatre for 
their occurrence, an assumption which 
the history of the world has refuted over 
and over again. Marathon, Hastings, 
Waterloo, Gettysburg; what was there 
in the natural greatness of these locali- 
ties, that made them to be chosen as the 
scenes of some of the greatest and most 
important events of human history? 
These places, otherwise obscure, have 
been made famous by the splendid 


achievements of men upon their soil. In. 


the eye of the historian and the traveler sin. May we not hope and believe that 


they loom up like mountain peaks on 
the landscape, high above the most 
splendid cities of the world, because 
they have been the scenes of heroic 
deeds and of conflicts on whose issue 
hung the destinies of nations. So this 
little world on which we dwell has been 
the theatre of the most glorious of all 
achievements, that of redemption. It 
has been the arena of the mightiest of 
all conflicts, that on whose issue hung 
the eternal destinies of a race. 

The relative importance of the nations 
of the world has never been measured 
by the area of their respective territor- 
ies. The little Palestine of ancient times 
has for many centuries dominated the 
world of religious thought. Little Greece 
long ruled the world of literature and 
art. Ancient Rome, from the narrow 
limits of her seven hills, swayed the 
scepter of enmipire over the nations of 
the earth. And the little island of Great 
Britain to-day rules a realm on which 
the sun neversets. Isit impossible then, 
or in any way contrary to analogy, that 
out of Bethlehem, the least of the cities 
of Judah, there should come a governor 


Must a world contain a 


to rule Israel, or that this planet should 
be the dwelling-place and see the most 
glorious work of Him who is ‘‘the 
blessed and only Potentate, King of 
kings and Lord of lords’’? 

Various hypotheses have been pre- 
sented by thinkers upon this subject to 
remove the apparent incongruity be-. 
tween the greatness of the event and 
the insignificance of the world on which 
it occurred. Origen held that the act of 
incarnation has been repeated in other 
worlds. Sir David Brewster believed 
that the atonement for sin made in this 
world by the incarnation and death of 
the Son of God avails in other worlds, 
and that sinners there are saved, even 
as we are, by faith in Him. Epbrard, in 
his ‘Apologetics,’ maintains that the 
other worlds of the universe are unin- 
habited; or at least that ours is the 
only world which is fitted to be a dwell- 
ing-place for finely organized beings of 
body and spirit such as we are. Others 
have supposed that though sin exists in 
other worlds ours is the only world to 
which salvation is offered; that God has 
chosen this earth as the theatre for the 
display of His sovereign grace and 
mercy, leaving others to the conse- 
quences of their sins. 

But a better thought than all of these, 
one which satisfies the mind and brings 
comfort to the heart, is this: that the 
Earth is the only one of the worlds of 
the universe that has fallen into sin, 
that all other worlds which are the 
abodes of intelligent creatures are the 
abodes of holiness also, that only here 
has sin found an entrance, only here 
has salvation been needed, and therefore 


here and not elsewhere has salvation 


been achieved by the incarnation and 
death of the Son of God. The case of 
the fallen angels can not be cited as 
against this. They are spirits and can 
not be said to be inhabitants of any of 
the material worlds. They are not an 
example of a w ‘orld that has fallen into © 


there is no such world in the universe 
but our own? 

The great Shepherd of the sheep, as 
His eye surveyed his countless flock, 
pasturing as it were far and wide over 
the fields of space, saw that all were 
safe within his spiritual fold.—all save 
one; one which had wandered and was 
lost. ‘How think ye? If a man have 
a hundred sheep and one of them be 
gone astray, doth he not leave the 
ninety and nine and goeth into the 
wilderness and seeketh that which is 
gone astray?” This is the meaning of 
what occurred in Bethlehem 1900 years 
ago, when the eternal Son of God 
became the babe in a manger and God 
was manifest in the flesh. The shepherd 
w scome to seek the one sheep that 
was lost. 


One of the pleasing features of the 
holiday trade has been an increased 
demand for devotional books and Bibles. 
The local branch of the American Tract 
Society reports this demand as unprec- 
edented in their experience on this 
coast. 
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The Ministerial Association of River- 
side, Cal., has entered upon a very use- 
ful work. It has outlined a course of 
twelve studies for its Monday meetings, 
and appointed leaders on the various 
topics. For the sake of other societies 
who may wish to follow the good ex- 
ample we quote thesubjects. They are: 
‘‘t, The making of the Bible; 2, Our 
English Bible; 3, Why we believe the 
Bible (External evidence); 4, The same 
(Internalevidence); 5, The rise and fall 
of the Hebrew people; 6, The prepara- 
tion of the world for the Messiah; 7, 
The founding of Christianity; 8, Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God; 9, The growth 
of the New Testament; 10, The social 
results of Christianity; 11, Howto study 
the Bible; 12, The laws of teaching.”’ 


The Southern California District of 
Christian Endeavor Societies held a con- 
vention in Santa Barbara, Nov. 26-28, of 
which we have received a program. 
Many active workers were present. The 
“floating society’s work” was represent- 
ed by M.C. Turner and Giles Kellogg of 
San Diego; Rev. Messrs. H. B. Gage, C. 
S. Mason, J. C. Rollins, J. R. Sinclair 
and E.S. Farrand discussed “Conven- 
tions;’ Miss Belle Nason as usual led 
the host of Junior workers. Other sub- 
jects were “Our lives in touch with our 
fellow creatures,’ “Our lives in touch 
with Christ,” ‘‘Christian conscience on 
the Lord’s day,” etc. | 


Two little children were playing in 
the yara; they were not over eight or 
nine years old. The boy, echoing the 
teaching ot his father, said, ‘‘There ain’t 
any God.” “Oh, but there is,’ replied 
his companion, a little girl. “No there 
isn’t,” was the rejoinder, if you 
just live long enough you'll find out.” 
Thinking a moment, the little girl re- 
plied, ‘“‘Well, my grandpapa is eighty- 
six years old and he has not found it 
out yet.” 


One of the brightest books of the 


year we have seen is the ‘Northfield 
Year Book,” containing texts from the 
Bible and selections for daily readings 
from the speakers at the Northfield 
Convention. It is gotten up in beauti- 
ful style and is the right thing fora 
Christmas or New Year’s present. It 
can be obtained at the American Tract 
Society. 


A little girl read in the newspaper, 
‘Cycling makes the roads dangerous for 
Presbyterians.’ She was corrected by 


her older brother, who after a careful 


spelling of the big word, said, “It isn’t 
Presbyterians, it’s predestinarians.” This 
is paralleled by the case of a little Sun- 
day school girl, whospoke of the twelve 
sons of Jacob asthe “twelve partridges,”’ 
and was reprimanded by her teacher 
for making game of the patriarchs. 


Samples of leaflets prepared by the 
Evangelical Alliance of the United 
States have been received. They are 
by such writers as Bishop Huntingdon, 
President Andrews, Rev. Messrs. Josiah 
Strong and Washington Gladden, Prof. 
Commons, etc. The Alliance is entering 
upon anew and important movement, 
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of which we will give a full account in 
our next issue. 


The annex portion of the American 
Tract Society’s store has been beauti- 
fully lighted and devoted to a very 
attractive display of Christmas cards 
and calendars. 


The Christmas Missionary Service 
issued by the Board of Foreign Missions 
is proving exceedingly popular, the 
orders therefor having exceeded expec- 
tations. The Board still have a number 
of copies, however, of this attractive 
exercise, entitled, ‘‘The Shepherd of 
Men,” which it will gladly supply on 
request. Address at once, The Board of 
Foreign Missions, 156 Fifth Avenue, 
N. Y. City. 


EDITOR OCCIDENT:--In your last issue 
you speak of the ignorance of the S. F. 
press in regard to the causes leading to 
such an unusual criminal record in that 
city. Would not the OCCIDENT suggest 
a meeting of Religious Committees 
or representatives from different reli- 
gious bodies, asking the Mayor or the 
Chief of Police to do something towards 
suppressing the prize-fighting business, 
the gambling on races, and kindred 
sports, which certainly make San Fran- 
cisco an attractive place for criminals of 
all classes. Yours &c., C. P. HOAG. 


Church News. 


CALIFORNIA. 


SAN friends of the 
Occidental Board will remember that the 
Mission Home Christmas tree entertain- 
ment will take place at 920 Sacramento 
street, on Thursday, Dec. 30, at 2 P.M.; 
to which all are invited. 


CALVARY CHURCH, S. F.— The recent- 
ly elected elders and deacons of this 
church were ordained and installed on 
Sabbath, Nov. 28th. Afteravery im- 
pressive sermon the ordination service 
was conducted by the pastor, Dr. Hemp- 
hill. Those elected were, elders,—-D. 
W. Horsburgh, E. V. Robbins, T. C. John- 
ston, Geo. B. McDougall, Geo. Turner 
and A. S. Johnson; deacons,—-Leon S. 
Quimby, Howard F. Chadbourne, Fred 
C. Mageeand H. Biackwood. 
present except Mr. Turner, who de- 
clined the office and Mr. Horsburgh, 
through illness. On Mondav evening, 
Dec. 6th, a reception was held in honor 
of the new elders and deacons, and a 
very pleasant social evening was spent. 
On Wednesday evening, Dec. 8th, the 
Endeavorers had charge of the monthly 
concert of prayer for missions. After 
the praise service and Scripture reading 
by Geo. B. McDougall and a solo by 
Robt. Cleland, Mrs. Carrothers, late of 
Tokio, Japan, gave a very interesting 
address on the “Sun Worshippers,” ex- 
plaining in minute detail the origin of 
their strange religion. A collection for 
missions was afterwards taken up. Mr. 
Jas. Horsburgh, Jr., the ever energetic 
superintendent of the Sabbath school, is 
at present in the Kast, his. place being 
ably filled by Assistant Su perintendent 
McMurray. 


SANTA ANA.—Our pastor having recov- 
ered from a severe attack of pneumonia, 

our services are once more. tninter- 
rupted. The sermon yesterday upon 
“Bree Grace” was strong and full of the 
spirit. Eph. 2:8. Some weeks since, 

one of the members received a letter 
from Mrs. Isabella M. Cadwallader, of 
Fall River Mills, Shasta Co., giving a 
very interesting account of her per- 
sonal work among the Indians in that 
region; and desiring to have a Christ- 
mas tree for them she wrote to ask if 
we could send a box. The Sunday 
school took it up and packed and sent a 
box. She said she had written to 
others but it may be a word along the 
line to say here that clothing, good and 
warm, mittens, etc., reading matter (as 
she teaches them to read) of juvenile 
kind, picture cards, etc., will be accept- 
able—anything sent her through Red- 
ding. Snow is so deep on the moun- 
tains they must goearly. The ladies’ aid 
and missionary society are packing a 
box to be sent to one of our home mis- 
sionaries. Our Y. P. S. C.K. held a 
missionary meeting last evening and 
took a collection for home _ missions. 
We have held our regular semi-annual 
election of officers, with the following 
in office for the ensuing term: Pres- 
ident, Mr. H. Lewis: Vice-President, 
Mr. Lee Holt; Sec., Miss Adah Smith; 
Treas., Miss Della Lewis. The elec- 
tion of officers for the Sunday schoo 
will take place the first week in January 
for the ensuing year. The Christmas 
exercises of the Fullerton Sunday 


school will take place on Christmas eve. 


On Dec. 5th at the afternoon service 
the collection was for home missions 
and it amounted to $8.00. It is stated 
there is in contemplation the organ- 
ization of a Presbyterian church at 
Olive, situated on the Santa Fe road 
north east of Santa Ana, the first sta- 
tion from Orange on the road to River- 
side. | | 

TRINITY CHURCH, S. F.—The mem- 
bers of Trinity Church held an informal 
reception, Wednesday evening, Dec. 
15, at the close of. the regular prayer 
meeting, at which the new members of 
the church who identified themselves 
last communion, were given a hearty 
handshake and welcomed to their church 
home. Refreshments and social inter- 
course helped to make the gathering a 
pleasant one. On Thursday evening 
the Rev. Dr. Cryor gave a very pleasing 
and highly~itistructive lecture on “John 
Knox and the Scottish Reformation.” 
All who were fortunate enough to at- 
tend this lecture were indeed well repaid. 
Last Sunday morning Dr. Carson 
preached on “Proportionate Giving”—< 
sermon which will not be soon forgotten 
by his earnest listeners. Regular 
Christmas services will be held next 
Sunday morning and evening. 


OLIVET PRESBYTERIAN, S. F., is do- 
ing well, The pastor, Dr. Mathena, is 
anxious about more room. The new 
Sunday school room, built a year and 2 
half ago, is crowded to its full capacity. 
If the congregation increase in the next 
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six months asin the past, the church 
must be enlarged, for it is now filled. 
The Y.P.S.C. E. has about one hundred 
members, and is.in.a good, strong, spirit- 
ual condition. There is amost excellent 
choir, both mixed voices and a double 
quartet of male voices. Mrs. Mathena, 
the pastor’s wife, who is an excellent 
musician has been organist for the past 
nine years. At arecent church social 
she was presented. with a purse as a 
token of appreciation of her faithfuland 
valuable services. 


SAN FRANCISCO.—A conference 
the Woman’s Foreign Missionary boards 
of the Pacific Coast, of all denominations, 
will be held at the rooms of the Occi- 
dental Board at 920 Sacramento St., San 
Francisco, on Wednesday afternoon 
and all day ‘rhursday, Jan. 12-13, 1808. 
Questions will be discussed, not from 
the point of view of auxiliaries nor of 
denominational interest, but from points 
of mutual interest to the several boards. 
All foreign missionaries and missionary 
workers will be most cordially welcome 
at these meetings. Address Mrs. L. A. 
Kelley, 920 Sacramento St., San Fran- 
CISCO. 


POPE VALLEY.-—A number of ourSun- 
day school pupils are learning the 
Shorter Catechism, to win the prize of 
a Bible offered by our church. Our 
Sunday school, in connection with the 
day school and C. E. society, are pre- 
paring fora Christmas tree. We expect 
to have preaching by our pastor on the 
5th, Sunday. Our C. E. Society had 
their election of officers on the last of 
the month and elected the officers over 
for the third term. The society has 
never been able todo much for mis- 
sions but they are planning for more 
aggressive and beneficent work in the 
future. 


SAN DiEGo.—At the communion ser- 
vice in the First Presbyterian church, 
on the first Sabbath in December, 
twenty-two persons were received into 
membership, of whom eleven came on 
confession of their faith in Christ. 
During the three years of Rev. P. E. 
Kipp’s pastorate, 247 persons have been 
added to the church--167 by certificate 
and 80 on confession. Our Ladies’ Mis- 
sionary Society have just sent off their 
annual Missionary box, the beneficiary 
this time being a home missionary 
family in Washington. The contents 
include a new suit of clothes for the 
missionary. None know better the 
wants of frontier missionaries than our 
western ladies, and we are quite sure 
that this box, when it is laid down 
across the threshold and opened, will 
bring a flood of sunshine into one mis- 
sionary home in our great North-west, 
where fields of labor are large and 
stipends are so small and inadequate. 


FALL RIvER MILLS.—Seven persons 
were baptized at a recent service by 
Rev. J. Anthony Mitchell who is sup- 
plying the church. He also preaches 
at Dana, where it is expected that a 
house of worship will be erected next 
spring. Mrs. General Cadwallader con- 
ducts a mission school among the In- 
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dians at Fall River Mills. This lady 
organized the school about two years 
ago and has presided over it faithfully 
ever since. The class consists of In- 
dians of all ages, from gray-haired old 
women down to little boys and girls. 
When the school was first organized a 
few of the Indians could read a little 


but the majority of them did not know 


one letter from another; now they all 
can read quite fluently, and staud up 
and repeat their prayers and verses of 
scripture with ease and grace. 


ELK GROvVE.—On a recent Sabbath 
evening the pastor, Rev. Mr. Haberly, 
and wife had their infant son baptized, 
by the Rev. Mr. Kuykendall, pastor of 
the M. EK. church at this place. On the 
same evening Miss Jennie B. Miller, of 
Sacramento, gave an address on ‘‘Home 
Missions.” The church was crowded, 
and a good impression was made upon 
all present, both by the administration 
of the sacred ceremony of baptism, and 
by Miss Miller’s earnest and _ helpful 
address. 
served by the M. HK. and Presbyterian 
churches at the M. I. church, on Nov, 
28th. Addresses were made by Rev. 
J. M. Thompson and the pastors of the 
two churches. The Epworth League 
invited the Y. P. S.C. E. to unite with 
them in a union service the same even- 
ing. A large audience was present. 
A spirit of harmony and fellowship be- 
tween the two churches prevails, as it 
has never been known here before; and 
already the good effect upon the com- 
munity is apparent. We began special 
services on Monday, November 2oth, 
and closed them with a communion ser- 
vice last Sabbath. Rev. J. M. Thomp- 
son, who has just retired from THE 
OCCIDENT, conducted these meetings. 
Great good was done tothe church by 
his clear, strong and thoroughly ortho- 
dox doctrinal preaching. Mr. Thomp- 
son is just the man the Presbyterian 
church on this coast needs for an evan- 
gelist. At our communion we received 
one—a head of a _ family—into our 


church, upon confession. Many whose 


voices have hitherto been unheard in 
the church, spoke in the meetings; 
others who had long been silent un- 
sealed their lipsin prayer and confes- 
sion. We are greatly encouraged, and 
praise God for sending to us his faith- 
ful witness-bearer. 


OccIDENTAL COLLEGE.—Ground was 
broken for the new building, Thursday 
afternoon, Dec. 16. Rev. A. A. Dins- 
more, D. D., Rev. J. H. Stewart and 
Rev. Guv W. Wadsworth gave several 
strokes with a pickaxe, prayer was of- 
fered, in which the blessing of God was 
invoked, and the building dedicated to 
his service. Interesting exercises are 
planned for the laying of the corner 
stone in the near future. 


REDLANDS.— We are intending to 
build a new church costing $12,000 or 
$15,000, not $1500, as was printed in a 
recent issue in these columns. It is to 
be a thoroughly modern churchin every 
particular. 


Temperance Sabbath was ob- 


OREGON. 


CoRVALLIS.—On .December 8th, a 
missionary tea was given by the ladies 
of the missionary society of the First 
Presbyterian church. An_ excellent 
program was given, after which wafers 
and tea were passed, and the time was 
spent in social converse. The ladies 
are earnest and enthusiastic in their . 
work. The president of the Willam- 
mette Presbyterial society would like 
to assist any society needing her ser- 
vices or Y. P. S.C. E.’s in their mission 
work. Will not the Endeavor societies 
use the topic for the month, as given in 
the Home Mission Monthly and Woman's 
Work for Woman? 


ALBANY.—Father Gay, as he is famil- 
iarly called, who has been sick for 
several weeks, near death’s door, re- 
mains about the same, his condition not 
much improved. A recent home mis- 
sion collection from the Albany First 
Presbyterian church amounted to $63.00. 
The session of the church have adopted 
a good plan to raise money for the dif- 
ferent Boards of the church. The mem- 
bers of the church and congregation are 
divided into committees, these commit- 
tees to secure titerature that will in- 
struct and interest its readers in that 
Board of which they are studying for 
the month, ‘The result so far has been 
very. satisfactory. Albany College 
closes its first term of ’97 and ’98 with a 
larger enrollment than ever before in 
its history. Its able and faithful faculty 
are doing excellent work. 


UNIOoN.—Sunday, Dec. 5th, was our 
communion day and we were rejoiced 
to receive four new members on profes- 
sion of faith. Dr. Holt of Portland, was 
with us on Thursday evening at prayer 
meeting and gave us a short but excel- 
lent talk on foreign missions. Friday 
evening he gave his illustrated lecture 


on China, which was very instructive 


to both old and young. Proceeds of the 
Jecture, $10.61, go to foreign mission 
work. Sunday evening, the 12th, was 
the annual praise meeting of the 
woman’s missionary society of our 
church. We had a program consisting 
of some excellent music, responsive 
reading and three papers, one on the 
“Old fashioned Sabbath and the Sab- 
bath of to-day,” another ‘Praise an 
element of worship,” and another ‘‘Praise 
in song.” Our offering was $5.41, which 
is for home mission work. 


INDEPENDENCE.— The ladies’ mission- 
ary society of this church held their 
annual praise service on Sunday eve, 
Dec. 12th. An excellent program was 
prepared consisting of papers,recitations 
and solos; besides the music rendered 
by the church choir. Notwithstanding 
the stormy night a good and attentive 
congregation was present. At the close 
of the program a short address was de- 
livered by the new pastor, Rev. G. H. 
Whiteman, on the subject of missions; 
in which it was shown that the support 
of missions was a good investment and 
that the church that cultivated the mis- 
sionary spirit was a live church and one 
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that would receive the Master’s blessing 
in its work. Excellent papers were 
read by Mesdames Hodge, Scroggs and 
Wheeler. The society, while small in 
numbers, is active and earnest and it is 
to be commended for the faithfulness 
displayed in the carrying on of the work. 
Rev. G. H. Whiteman has accepted the 
invitation as stated supply of the 
church, and the people are hopeful and 


praying for a blessing upon its activities. 


GENERAL. 


NEBRASKA. 

OMAHA.—It is reported three of the 
Presbyterian churches in Omaha are at 
present vacant, First, Knox and West- 
minster. They are all looking for men 
who have made a success as gospel 
preachers. Rev. John Gordon, D.D., 
professor of Church History, will go 


East and visit the churches that they 


may aid the Omaha Theo. Seminary 
financially. The Seminary now has 
twenty-nine students and is doing good 
work. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Lincoln University at Oxford, Pa., 
has been visited with a genuine revival. 
Of the 201 students in that institution 
there are only five who have not con- 
fessed faith in Christ—two in the senior 
class and three in the junior.--Banner. 


Oakland Presbytery. 


The winter meeting of the Oakland 
Presbytery convened in Centennial 


Church, Oakland, on Monday evening, 


Dec. 13th., and continued in session all 
day Tuesday. . Moderator, Rev. John E. 
Anderson, of Walnut Creek, in the chair. 
The church, with Pastor Akers and 
wife, delightfully entertained Presby- 
tery. 

The principal business was as follows: 
an excellent report on foreign missions 
by Rev. S. S. Palmer, and the following 
resolutions, in substance, were adopted. 
First, that we take a second offering for 
the debt of the board; second that we 
urge Endeavorers to contribute at least 
twenty-five cents for each member; 
third, that we try toget a total amount, 
including all sources, of one dollar per 
church member; fourth, that pastors con- 
tribute at the rate of two dollars for 
each thousand dollars of salary re- 
ceived. 

Delegates to the General Assembly 
were elected as follows: Rev. Barton 
W. Perry, Ph. D. San Leandro; Rev. E. 
E. Clark, Fruitvale; Alternates, Rev. E. 
KF. Fish, Oakland; Rev. R. Logan, Pleas- 
anton. Elders, A.J. Young, Danville; 
H. H. Lawrence, Oakland: Alternates, 
Robert Moss, Oakland; A. Jones, Elm- 
hurst. 

Presbytery directed Mr. J. F. Linas, a 
candidate under its care,to pursue a 
course of preparation for the gospel min- 
istry in collegiate studies, under the di- 
rection of the committee of education 
and faculty of the seminary. 

Synod’s University Committee of 
Berkeley and of Stanford was elected 
as follows: Rev. Franklin Rhoda, 
Crockett; Rev.S.S. Palmer and Rev. 
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R. F. Coyle, D. D., of Oakland; John 
Gamble, Hay wards. 

Rev. John Reid resigned as stated 
supply of Livermore, and was granted 
permission to labor without the bounds 
of Presbytery. Rev. R. Logan was 
elected moderator of Livermore session. 
Presbytery adjourned to meet in West 
Berkeley in April. 


American Bible Society for California and 
Nevada. 


Pastors and A new ec- 
clesiastical year has begun and some 
pastors postpone taking the benevolent 
collections to the last part of the fiscal 
or ecclesiastical year, and thereby lessen 
the interest of members of the church 
and congregation in church benevo- 
lences, and especially in the great work 
of the American Bible Society, and as 
this cause is one of the important ben- 
evolences of your church and of all co- 
operating churches, may we not re- 


spectfully urge you to take the Bible 


Society collection during the month of 
December or January, or as soon there- 
after as possible, and forward the same 
to the undersigned. 

The Bible cause was never in greater 
need of funds than now for its gratui- 
tous work, and it finds it impossible 


to respond as heretofore to calls for — 


Bibles and Testaments for gratuitous 
distribution. It is thought that itis only 
necessary to call your attention to the 
great need of the American Bible So- 
ciety and its auxiliaries at this time, so 
that you may enlist your church and 
congregation in behalf of the gratui- 
tous distribution of God’s word among 
the needy. JOHN THOMPSON, 
District Superintendent, 
California and Nevada. 
1350 Franklin St., 
Oakland, Calif. 


Letter From Dr. Hunter Corbett. 


CHEFOO, China, Nov. 22nd, 1897. 

I arrived with my family at Chefoo 
Sept. 6th. After spending one Sabbath 
preaching in the native church, I re- 
quested to be further relieved from tak- 
ing up my share of the station work 
until I had visited the churches and 
stations and scattered members in differ- 
ent parts of the province in order to 
exhort them all “that with purpose of 
heart they would cleave unto the Lord.” 
I am sure that if God’s people in the 
home land could have journeyed with 
me and met thousands of Christian con- 
verts, strong in the faith and rejoicing in 
the hope of eternal life, their hearts 
would have been made glad and their 
faith strengthened in the power of the 
gospel to change lives and make happy 
Christian homes. 

In a little village among the moun- 
tains more than 300 miles inland, I was 
greatly interested in meeting a blind 
elder. He isaman of fine education 
and taught school untilthe age of thirty- 


eight when he lost his sight. Seventeen 
years ago he heard the gospel for the 
first time. ‘The Lord opened his heart 
to receive it. His little daughter spent 
hours daily sitting by her father’s side 
with the New Testament before her; 
with ker finger sne made the shape of 
the character on her father’s hand. This 
enabled him to recall the sound and the 
meaning of the character. In this way 
the daughter learned to read and the 
father committed to memory the gospels 
of Matthew and John, also Acts, Romans 
and Revelation—in all 120 chapters. 
He told me his custom is to repeat all 
he has committed every twelve days. 
Each morning he repeats five chapters 
and the same in the evening. He said 
often when he had recited a chapter he 
stopped to meditate and fix the mean- 
ing in his heart. Whenthe Christians 
meet for worship and each reads a verse 
in turn this man takes his turn and is 
able to correct any mistakes of others. 
He has become mighty in the Scrintures. 
He can statethe way of salvation inthe 
clearest manner and defend the truth 
against all opponents. The Roman 
Catholics, who are doing their utmost 
to proselyte our members and destroy our 
work, have learned that it is best not 
to try to meet him in argument. He 


quotes the Scriptures and shows them 


their departures therefrom in a way 
that they cannot answer. Two years 
ago, within less than one month, his 
mother aged 85, wife 64 and only grand- 
son, nine, all died. He observes the 
days of their deaths as days of prayer 
and fasting. He says he first gives 
thanks thatthey were the Lord’s disci- 
ples and the Lord took them to Himself; 
second, he fasts in memory of the sore 
bereavement and bitterness of this life. © 

At our last meeting of Presbytery 357 
were reported as added to the church 
on profession of faith the past year, 
making a total membership of 4308 com- 
municants. There are many hopeful 
inquirers asking for baptism. Every 
place we were able to stop and preach 
men were not only willing to listen but 
some seemed almost persuaded to accept 
of Jesus as their personal Savior. | 

God has opened the door wide in this 
province. The outlook is cheering. The 
great need is to have the gospel brought 
face to face with the people by earnest 
and consecrated men and women who 
are able to live the truth as well as 
preach it. 

Surely God’s people in the home land 


will pray much for China and make 
heroic efforts to save the perishing. 
HUNTER CORBETT. 
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more formidable term. 


Critic has attempted to do. 


December 23, 1897 


Contributed Articles. 


Did the Israelites Civilizethe Bible, or 
the Bible Civilize the Israelites ? 


BY BARTON W. PERRY, PH, D. 
[Abstract of paper read before the 

Ministers’ Union, San Francisco. | 
The word Bible is used in place of a 
Civilize does 
not carry any narrow meaning. Some 
say that we ought notto notice the 
work of the Critic, but I say that we 


are forced totake notice of this great 


movement. Our people are reading 
this discussion, and we neglect it at our 
peril. When the great criticism of 
Homer was on, only a fewscholars were 
interested, but whenthe shafts of de- 
structive criticism are aimed at Moses 
and the prophets every hamlet and the 
majority of the families of this fair land 
are deeply concerned. One who has 
the blood of those men who were be- 
hind the stone walls at Concord and 
Lexington will not give up his Book 
without a fight. The Book—and, with 
Walter Scott, there is only one book— 
that was firstloved at the mother’s knee 
has produced men with the zeal and 
courage of the early Crusaders. * * * 
We may not question the honesty of 
the critics. Some minds are so con- 
stituted that they can take ina whole 
apothecary’s shop of destructive criti- 
cism and their spiritual life will not be 
destroved. But in practical life such 
minds are rare. The whole tendency 
of the destructive criticism of the Bible 
has been to destroy the spiritual life, 
and to bring the religion of Jesus Christ 
down to the level of the other religions 


of the world. 


Tet us practically consider what the 
Thus we have the picture of an 
Israelite pulling at his boot straps until 
he lifts himself out of the polytheism 
that prevailed over the whole world 
into the monotheism of the Word of 
God. Thisis along the line of evolu- 
tion, and thus a San Francisco divine 
concludes that the Bible is inspired as 


Homer and Shakespeare are inspired. 


The conclusion ot the critics has been 
reached in the department of compara- 
tive philology. A scientific study of 


the sentences, the words, andeven the 


letters according to Grimm’s law. The 
first important work along this|line was 
made by Wolf on the works of Homer. 
It was easy for Wolf, well:gknowing 
that the gods never fought with men 
on the plains of Troy, and accepting it 
as a fact that writing was unknown in 
the days of Homer, to make Troy a 
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mythical place and Homer a mythical 
person. 

Takea sample ofthe result of the 
work of the critics such as Genesis 
printed in all the colors of the rainbow. 

Three lines of the plain story of 
Joseph are from P, 3 from JE, 2% gloss, 
1% HK, 7 from J, 1% E, 1 from R, 9 from 
K, 2 from R,4% E, 1 from R,6% from 
HK, 23 from JEK,6 from E, 1 word from 
R, and the chapter is not half covered. 
The miracle of Jonah and the fish does 
not require so much faith as becomes 
necessary to swallow this literary hash 
and attempt to keep it down three 
| 

I can not believe that it is scientific 
to hold to the development theory in 
literature. The writings of Homer and 
Sophocles stand well up with modern 
productions. Shakespeare and Milton 
are considered good reading even in 
this wise age. Hamilton and Jefferson 
are not far behind the statesmen who 
meet at Sacramento or Washington. 

Then literary analysis is far from be- 


ing infallible. Inthe 18th century an 


author wrote several papers criticising 


the government of England. He was 


evidently a well know and prominent 
man and author. To this day literary 
criticism has not been able to give his 
name, although it has been sought after 
by all the philological arts ofthe past 
one hundred years. How much more 


difficult to dissect Isaiah and Moses and 


the writings of the Old Testament, 


-confessedly more than 2300 years old. 


But we have another important wit- 
ness in archaeology. It is a strange 
fact, if the deyelopment theory was 


true, that archaeology has not brought 


to light one scrap of evidence to sup- 


port that theory, either for Homer or 


the Bible. There can be no collusion 
between the excavators and the tradi- 
tional theory thatthe Bible civilized 
the Israelites. Schliemann with his 
little spade drove the destructive critics 


of Homer into more than a seventy 


years’ exile. * * * 

The theory that the Israelites im- 
proved themselves and at last were 
able to produce the laws of Moses isa 
subjective philosophy. The objective 
study of the monuments, rolls’and clay 
tablets all tends to establish the tradi- 
tional theory that the Bible was the 
civilizing power. The Wellhausen 
school pretend not to believe in ghosts. 
But the members of that school dread 
nothing else so much as to see Hommel, 
or Sayce or Glaser bring into the school 
amummy with anew manuscript. A 
red flag before a bull is Prof. Hommel’s 


point of view. 


latest book before Prof. Cheyne. In 
this book Prof. Hommel has made a criti- 
cal study of the Old Testament names. 
Those names, that some of us found so 
hard to pronounce, have become more 
than a Klondike to Prof. Hommel. It 
is now a well established fact that great 
literary activity prevailed, and books 
and libraries were abundant, all overthe 
Kast from Egypt to Chaldea, more than 
one thousand years before the time of 
Moses. Prof. Hommel has found on 
the clay tablets the names and places 
mentioned in the 14th chapter of 
Genesis, a chapter that the school of de- 
structive critics had lifted bodily out of 
the Bible. From the monuments alone 
Prof. Hommel works out the date of 
the battle in which Abraham rescued 
Lot as 1922 years B.C. Some 250 years 
ago Usher, from the Bible text alone, 
gave the date as 19021 B.c. * * F 
Less than fifteen years ago Cheyne 
clared that all accounts inthe Bible 


_ concerning the Hittities were unhistori- 


cal. With cool assurance the destruct- 
ive critics called the traditional school 
up in a row and told them to blot out 
all Hittite passages. But Rameses II. 
the Pharaoh of the Oppression, had 
written a letter, andthat letter was 
found some time ago. On that tablet 
he wrote, “I the great rulerof Egypt 
made a covenant on equal terms with 
the great prince of the Hittites to be 
at peace with him forever.” Other 
tablets show that this nation was full of 


life and business for more than 1000 


years, and continued to be mentioned 
until the days of Sargon II., or about 
700 years B. Cc. Some of the critics 
who were so sure about this question 
are still alive, but their names are not 
mentioned on the present day parch- 
ments or clay tablets, andit is con- 
sidered a painful subject from a critical 

The monuments show that the Israel- 
ites were bond servants in Egypt, and 
that during this period the Israelite 
did not live in Canaan. If Moses did 
not lead the exodus, .then some other 
man with the ability, skilland fore- 
sight that the Bible attributes to Moses, 
must have been the leader. From 
Moses until the time of Solomon we 
find prosperous times. Is it reasonable 
to hold that this period was barren of 
literary effort? The critics would have 
us believe that during the great histori- 
cal life of the natiun we must look for 
literary blank. But after the nation 
was in its dotage; after an actual de- 
cline and fall; after along period of 
exile, then a great literary school was 
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developed. I would not take one page 
from Ezra and his Scribes. This school 
continued until the days of our Lord. 
But the great work of that school was 
searching, quoting, commenting upon 
Such a school is_ the last 
place where one would find great and 
original thinking. For great original 
laws we must look to the Jefferson 
period of Israel asa nation. There is 
Only one such period for Israel; and 
the Jefferson of that period was Moses, 
and the John Marshall was Phinehas. 
Dr. Beecher told usin Auburn that 
he had not found anything in the 
Hexateuch later than Phinehas. This 
man was the grandson of Aaron, and 
already in public life, among the prom- 
inent men of the nation, before the 
death of Moses. 

The blue pencil of the critic is not 
working so rapidly as it did a few years 
ago. Many passages of the Old Testa- 
ment marked as myths have been re- 
stored to full historical credit by the 
means of archaeology. The time is 
almost here when it will be considered 
absurd to dress Genesis up in a coat of 
many colors. The evidence from the 
monuments has taken the coat from the 
Hexateuch and placed it again on 
Joseph. We are more fortunate than 
Jacob for we not only see the coat re- 
turned, but also the child, in a complete 
and restored Old Testament. 

I do not tremble for the Ark of God. 
I believe His Book to be inspired, in the 
highest sense of that word. I believe 
that the laws and ceremonies of Moses 
contributed to the physical and moral 
health of Israel. I believe that they 
civilized Israel. Yea, more, I believe 
that to-day they are the highest civiliz- 
ing force in the world. Upon these 
laws as a foundation rests the Christian 
Church. With an inspiied Moses lost, 
soon would go our Divine Christ. But 
thanks be to the Lord, Moses we know 
and Christ we know. 


THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY. 


( For THE OCCIDENT.) 7 


[Synopsis of a sermon by Rev. A. I. 
Goodfriend, White Sulphur Springs, 
Mont. | 

“As we have borne the image of the 
earthly we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly.” 

In every Christian there is an Adam 
and a Christ. By natural descent we 
bear the image of the first Adam, by 
our spiritual descent we bear the image 
of the heavenly, the second Adam. We 
all understand what it is to bear the 


jmage of the earthly, the traits of the 
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Adamic character are so manifest in all 


that we think and do; but is not the 
image of the heavenly even more real? 
I believe that the spiritual realities are 
more real than the temporal. Let us 
look at this phase f truth from the 
very beginning of our Christian experi- 
ence. 

Who among us born of the Spirit of 
God has not felt the stirring of the 
divine mind within us? Have we not 
experienced the power of Christ in the 
innermost sanctuary of the soul? 

Do we not remember how Christ 
came in with the full tide of his grace 
and love to regenerate the heart, to es- 
tablish the potency of the heavenly life 
and to prepare us for great usefulness 
here and for glory hereafter? We said 
in the language of the apostle, as a wel- 
come to the indwelling Spirit, “Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings 
places in Christ.” 

And since that time, since the parti- 
cipation of his divine life, we have been 
changed “into the same image, from 
glory to glory, even as by the spirit of 
the Lord.” 

What is it to be a Christian? 

My answer is, it is to bear the image 
of the heavenly. Christianity is more 
than a mere code of righteous laws, it is 
more than prayer and church, it is even 
more than having a vague conception 
of the nature and character of Christ. 


The Christian is a living manifesta-— 


tion of his religion, he is an epistle 
known and read of all men. 

Between him and his Saviour there 
is not only an intimate fellowship, but 
a kindred nature. 

Our text teaches us that Christ isa 
communicable Saviour. 

He communicates to us that which is 
great in himself—divinity. 

We shall have common thoughts and 
feelings with God, a unity and likeness 
with our Master. 

This is one of the highest attainments 
in the Christian life; and what more 
could we ask for? Whocan think ofa 
higher good than the elevation to a 
divine character, to be clothed with the 
excellence of heaven, to be strengthened 
with conviction of the majesty and 
glory of God and to become one with 
him in thought, in feeling, in power, in 
holiness. 

It 1s God’s great purpose to unfold 
our highest powers through the work 
of the Holy Spirit. This is God’s infin- 
ite concern for human souls. 

The call of heaven is, “Be ye perfect 


in heavenly 


even as your Father in heaven is per- 
fect.” 

For this purpose God has revealed 

himself to the children of men; for this — 
purpose Christ suffered and died, and 
for this purpose, God dwells around us 
and in us, assisting us by his grace, re- 
plenishing us with his own wisdom, 
love and purity, quickening and trans- 
forming us into divine likeness. 
Again, when we bear the image of the 
heavenly we begin to see the impor- 
tance, the necessity, the grandeur of 
Christ’s work in the world. 

I believe that we do not need to 
wait till we die before we may bear the 
image of the heavenly. 

The promises of God are for the pres- 


ent life as well as for the future. 


We have foretastes of heaven when- 
ever we experience God within us. 
God’s noblest work is not an outward 
creation, but on the spirit within; and 
that work begins with our alphabet in 
the Christian life. It is our business as 
Christian men not to exclude ourselves 
from society for fear of becoming con- 
taminated with the world. Is the light 
afraid to shine in dark places? Isit- 
afraid to give battle to the fog and 
darkness? Does it fear winter’s chill- 
ing breezes? No. So the Christian, the 
light of the world, is to shine for Christ. 
He is a light to shine, not under a 
bushel, but on acandlestick, that it may 
give light to all. Every Christian is to 
be a saving power in the world. 

As the sun touches and vitalizes the 
plant, imparts to it of its own light and 
glory, so must the Christian vitalize 


society with the light and glory of heav- 


en. The work which God gives us to 
do, the angels of heaven would rejoice 
to perform. 

Surely it is a grand work to create 
Christian sentiment, but the grandest of 
all is to save a soul. 


Do we have a desire today to bear the 
image of the heavenly, do we desire to 
see God and to do God’s work in the 
world? Ifso, we have the noblest de- 


sires possible for a human being to pos- 
sess. 


That desire is the beginning of the 
Christian life; but whocan tell the end? 


A LARGE Indian graveyard has been 
found in one of the Western States. —~A 
man, who has been excavating there, 
had not the slightest hesitation in stat- 
ing that these old bones were twenty 


thousand years old! Ofcourse he was 
a Professor or he might not have been 
so liberal in his guess. 


THE people are hungry fora pure 
gospel. 
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THE STATED SUPPLY METHOD, 
PRO AND ESPECIALLY CON. 


4 


{For THE OCCIDENT. | 

It has its advantages. It enables a 
church to dismiss its preacher sams cere- 
monte, at least at the expiration of his 
year. It is in fact a self-acting, auto- 
matic apparatus. If he isnot hired he 
1s facto dismissed. 

And hence it is a long armed lever 
under him to keep him constantly 
hustling. If rival concerns are allowed 
to outdo him in the attractiveness of 
their bid, if the attendance is allowed to 
fall off, if the current expenses are not 
met, if sinners are not converted in sat- 
isfactory numbers, he knows what may 
be to pay when the annual meeting 
comes around. | 

Hence also he is kept very humble. 
He may be wronged and abused, but if 
grace does not keep him meek, the pos- 
sibilities of the annual meeting will. 
And so the device is effectively con- 
trived to make him perforce an example 
to the flock. 

Then again the method has its advan- 
tages on the other side. It enables the 
preacher to leave hischurch inthe lurch 
and to drop his work in short order. An 
advantage which, however, is not so 
apparent in view of the fact that he 
would never be detained in any case by 
his church or Presbytery against his will. 

But the system certainly has some 
serious disadvantages; so serious in fact 
that it is strange that it should continue 
‘to be the predominant method in so 


many of our Presbyteries. Strange that — 


it should characterize over one half of 
the occupied fields in the Synod of Cal- 
ifornia, and—excluding the Presbyteries 
‘of San Francisco, Oakland and Sacra- 


mento—five-sevenths of the remainder of 


‘the Synod. Among these latter, the two 
Presbyteries of Stockton and Santa 
_ Barbara, nearly of a size and having, by 
the Minutes of 1897, ¢wo settled pastors 
each, may draw lots for the prize. 

Better far a short pastorate with the 

fixedness it implies while it lasts, than 
the demoralizing influence to preachers 
and people of the short-time, limited- 
term engagement. 
Tt keeps the preacher in hot water 
continually (which is a very debilitating 
bath) and is ruinous to any settled plats 
for himself or his church. 

Wife says: “Husband, do let us add 
‘to our depleted lot of household stuff. 
‘You know how shabby the parlor carpet 
has become and how much we need 
some additions to the sitting room and 
dining room furniture; and I suppose 
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you dov’t know how short we are run- 
ning of dishes and kitchen utensils.” 

“Wife,” he responds, “‘it is only three 
months now until my year will have 
expired, and who can tell but we will 
have to pack up and move on. Hadn't 
we better worry along as we are doing, 
save our funds, and avoid the expense 
of moving any more stuff or the loss of 
selling it at auction?’ And so they 
“worry along” year by year. 

The preacher finds out the needs of 
his parish, sees the _ possibilities of 
method, would like to lay foundations 
broad and deep, would like to system- 


atize, organize, make far-reaching plans. 


But what’s the use? Heis only hired 
fora year. He may never be able to 
get any plans into good smooth working 
order. He may only be laying up a few 
stones for his successor to knock over. 
So he makes the best of things as he 
finds them and jogs along in the same 
old rut. 

Thus there is evermore, an unsettled, 
anxious, irresolute feeling on the part 
of the preacher and a grievous someaald 
in his structural work. 

The people have only called him for 


-ayear. Every item in their relations to 


him is tinged by the fact that he is a 
“temporary, that they have only bound 
themselves for a limited time. They are 


slow to take him into their confidence, 


tardy and calculating in letting him into 
their homes and their inner spiritual 
life. Attachments grow at a slow pace 
if at all. Friendships are not forged. He 
is held off at arm’s length. Which mean- 
time he keenly feels; and is evermore on 
the lookout, like the steward in the 


parable, for something else when he 
shall be put out of his stewardship. 


And the result of this is aft to be in- 


difference to study, superficial work, a 


lack of concentration of energies upon 
his task, and a worried, anxious, look- 
ing-hither-and-thither frame of mind 


that is fatal to his growth and effective- | 


ness, and may drive him into the secu- 
larities. 

Look at it from another point. A little 
friction has developed between him and 
some one or more of his unsanctified 
flock. The door is unlatched and ajar 
for the malcontent to scheme and wire- 


pull against the day when the usual 
vote is taken, and to get in some ad- 
verse ballots. And then if the preacher 
should happen to have a strong follow- 
ing there may be mischief in store for 
the church as well as discomfort for the 
preacher himself—cliques, dissensions, 
animosities, strife, that may let the ser- 
pent into the pretty home to trail his 


II 


slime through years of its history. But 


should there fortunately be none of all 
this, still a deserving man has been sud- 
denly. and without sufficient reason 
driven away, and thechurch is obliged 
again to set her cap for a new lover. 
And all because the door of opportunity 
was left open by reason of the church 
saying: “We insist upon voting on you 
every year.” 

Or the preacher may unduly magnify 
the friction which he discerns, antici- 
pate mistakenly an adverse vote, and 
needlessly lay his plans to get away. 
With the tie so easily sundered he is 
obliged to be ever wary and on the look- 
out. The one thing he hates and abhors 
if he is a sensitive person, is that sword 
of Damocles above his head—the an- 
nual voting upon his retention. The 
readily terminable character of the en- 
gagement begets an unsettled feeling 
on both sides which leads to injurious 
results in various directions. 

No comfort can be borrowed for this 
custom from the Methodist plan of itin- 
eracy, because the cases are materially 


unlike. 


The Methodist preacher is virtually a 
co- pastor with many others overchurches 


within a district. He is not subject to 
the whims and annual votes of the 
church he isserving; and when for any 
reason a change is expedient another 
charge is assured him. And hence what- 
ever imperfections attach to that svstem 
it is free from the most of those indicated 
above and especially from the humiliat- 


ing and damaging effects upon the 


preacher. Nor can the excuse be made 
that a people may not find themselves 
able at all times to carry out the contract 
made at the time of installation, because 


itis always within their option to re- 


quest a change in the salary considera- 
tion, and if not agreed to, to apply to 
Presbytery for a dissolution of the rela- 
tion. 

Let us fully and trankly concede that 
there are exceptional cases in which the 
relation of stated supply is the best and 
most expedient all things considered. 
But this done we may go on to say of it 
in general that it is a wretched system, 
not worthy the name of system. Itisa 
miserable makeshift, a sorry concession 
to the world spirit, a school of instability 
and discontent on both sides. It is 
humiliating to the man of God, and un- 
worthy of a right-meaning, self-respect- 
ing people. Generally speaking, a 


_ preacher who will not be installed after 


having had time to know his field, is not 
treating the people in a sincere, trans- 
parent, bona fide way. Generally speak- 
ing, a church that will not install the 
man whom it has invited, after having 
had reasonable time to test his charac- 
ter and gifts, does not deserve the ser- 
vices of a good man. 

Marriage or flirt, which 
should it be! 


j 
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probably (began his ministry, and the It was with no honeyed words that 


a Occident Sunday School. 


LESSON I. January 2, 1898. 
Jesus and John.—Tllatt. 3:7-17. 


PROF. JOHN H. KERR, D. D. 
(San Francisco Theological Seminary.) 


Golden Text-—-‘‘This is my beloved 


Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matt. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Pace: the Jordan Valley. Time, about 
January, 27 A. D. 

During the first six months of 1898 
the Sunday School lessons are to be 
devoted to studies in the Gospel accord- 
ing to Matthew. These lessons will take 
us through the history of the earthly 
life of our Lord, as far as it has been 
recorded by the evangelist and apostle 
Matthew. 

The Gospel history is naturally divi- 


ded into three periods, namely: 


I. The Period of Preparation. Oct., 6 B.C. to Jan., 27 A.D. 
i, The birth and childhood of Jesus. Oct., 6B.C.to Apr., 

8 A.D. 
2. Youth and young manhood. Apr.,8 A.D.to Jan.27A.D. 
II. The Period of Labor. Jan., 27 A.D. to Apr.g, 30 A. D. 
1. Introduction, Jan. to Apr., 27 A. D. 
2. The Judean Ministry. 
3. The Galilean Ministry. Dec., 27 A.D. to Oct., 29 A.D. 
4. The last journeys to Jerusalem. Oct.,29 A.D. to Apl., 
30 A.D. | 
Ill. The Period of Triumph. 
1. The Resurrection. Apr.g, 30 A.D. 
2. The Ascension. May 18. 30A.D. 


The apostle John alone tells about the 
Judean ministry. The other three Gos- 
pels, called the Synoptic Gospels, omit 
all reference to this periodin our Lord’s 
life. From John we know that there 
were four Passovers during His public 
ministry—2:13; 5:1 (though the feast is 
not named here, many understand it to 
have been a Passover); 6:4; 13:1. His 
ministry was accordingly over three 
years long. 

Jesus was born before—and evidently 
not long before-the death of Herod the 
Great, which took place between March 
12and April 5 in the year4B.c. The 
events which took place between the 
nativity at Bethlehem and Herod’s 
death were Jesus’ circumcision when 
eight days old, His presentation in the 
temple when forty days old, the visit of 
the wise men and the flight into Egypt. 
All of these events would require about 
three months’ time. This makes it prob- 
able that the traditional date of Christ’s 
birth-December 25-is altogether correct. 

The public ministry of John—who was 
six months older than Jesus—began in 
the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar. 
This date is doubtless to be reckoned 
from the co-regency of Tiberius and 
Augustus which begantwo years before 
the death of thelatter. This would give 
us 26 A. D. asthe year in which John 


Apr.g to May 18, 30 A.D. 


Apr. to Dec., 27 A. D. . 


Jews. 


very first part of 27 A.D. as the time 
when Jesus was baptized by John. The 
traditional date of the baptism of Jesus 
is January 6. 

John the Baptist had three specific 
duties to perform, namely: (1) To an- 
nounce the near approach of the King- 
dom of God and the coming of the Mes- 
siah. (2) To bring the nation to repent- 
ance—‘‘to make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord.” (3) To point out the Mes- 
siah persoually. 

‘With the account of the ministry of 
John the Baptist, the Synoptists give 
their first parallel matter (Matt. 3:1-12; 
Mark 1:1-8; Lk. 1:1-18). Mark begins his 
version of the Gospel history at this 
point; Matthew begins with the circum- 
stances immediately preceding the 
birth of Jesus; while Luke goes back to 
the circumstances preceding the birth 
of John the Baptist. 

THE LESSON. 
The ministry of John evidently caused 


a great sensation in Judea and Galilee. 


It was carried on along the Jordan. The 
messenger was in strict keeping in his 
appearance with his stern message, call- 
ing the people torepentance. It was 
a time of great unrest and very soon 
after John’s voice was first heard, the 
highways leading to Jordan were filled 
with people flocking to hear the ringing 
words of the stern Eremite. 

Vs. 7-12 John’s Preaching. The fore- 
runner did not have to hunt for an au- 
dience. The people came to him. He 
was terribly in earnest and he hada 
message todeliver. ‘Those facts attracted 


the people, and God used them as 


means whereby they were drawn out 
into the wilderness to hear His servant. 
Allclasses and conditionsof people came 
to hear him. (See Luke’s account 3:10- 
14.) Comsciences were roused by the 
uncouth herald of repentance. 

The Pharises represented what might 
be called the orthodox party among the 
They were very strict in their 
adherence not only to the letter of the 
law but also to their own traditionary 
additions to that law. As a sect they 
sprang into existence as true champions 
of pure Judaism, but they soon “became 
a haughty and corrupt caste.’”’ They be- 
came the most prominent and persistent 


opponents of Christ and Christianity... 


The Sadducees were the heterodox 
party among the Jews. They were 
rather materialistic in their belief, deny- 
ing the resurrection and the existence 
of angels. These two sects in the time 
of John were the leading parties among 
the Jews. 


tize him than the reverse. 


brethren.” 


John greeted these elements in his au- 
diences. While they were doubtless 
moved by John’s preaching, there is no 
evidence of genuine repentance on their 
part. As veritable vipers they had been 
poisoning the life of the nation, using 
their prominent positions to subserve 
their own ideas and ends. John called 
on them to prove the genuineness of 
their repentance by their works. 


The forerunner warned his hearers 
not to rely upon their descent from 
Abraham, informing them that already 
judgment was beginning to fall upon 
the nation. His baptism was unto re- 
pentance. But the one whose coming 
he foretold would be more powerful. 
His baptism would work changes in life 
and character. He would gather in the 
harvest of wheat--all else would be con-| 
sumed in judgment on account of its 
character. John’s words thus conveyed 
a graphic idea of the work which Christ 
would accomplish. While he probably 
did not realize the full import of his 
own words, yet all that he said, and 
more too, was and has been accomplished 
by our Lord. 


Vs. 13-17. The Baptism of Jesus. John 
had announced the speedy coming of 
the Messiah and had been preparing 
the people for that event by his preach- 
ing. He had another great duty. He 
was to induct Jesus into his work 
and then to point Him out as the Mes- 
siah. John had probably been preaching 
for six months when Jesus came to him 
to be baptized. Recognizing the holy 
character of hiscousin, John thought it 
more appropriate that Jesus should bap- 
He did not 
then know that Jesus was the Messiah. 


But why should Jesus receive a bap- 
tism which was unto repentance? Be- 
cause it was necessary for Him thor- 
oughly to identify Himself with the 
people whom Hecame toserve. He had 
no need for it as an individual, but as 
the representative of man He submitted 
to the rite as necessary. ‘It behoved 
Him to be made in all points like His 


When the ceremony was complete, 
John received a sign which told him 
plainly that the one whom he had just 
baptized was none other than the one 
whose forerunner he was (John 1:32-33). 
The descent of the Spirit in the form of 
a dove was the signand John now knew 
that the promised one had come. How 
appropriate that a voice indicating the 
divine attestation to and approval of 
Jesus should be heard at that moment! 
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Report of State Special Object Secretary. 
Mrs. H. C. Morris. 


It is said in our religious life we can- 
not stand still. We must either go for- 
ward or backward. This may apply to 
our missionary work. We certainly 
have every reason to believe we have 
taken several steps forward in the Spe- 
cial Object work of the Occidental Board, 
although no doubt some of our own 


auxiliaries that have not been reached > 


at headquarters think there has been a 
little confusion and changes in their 
own particular objects. Before the new 
list from the Assembly’s Board in New 
York was sent us, a list of new mission- 
aries was received from which we se- 
lected five: Mrs. J, C. Garrett, Hang- 
chow, China—Mrs. J. M. Irwin, Ratna- 
girl, India—Mrs. C. C. Vinton, Seoul, 
Korea—-Mrs. G. L. Bickerstoph, Castro, 
Brazil—Mrs. E. M. Haymaker, Guate- 
mala. We had faith to believe their 
salaries could all be provided for. Faith 
without works is dead, and our grand 
Presbyterial officers have worked until 
the result is, nearly all the salaries of 
these five new missionaries are pledged 
for; Mrs. Vinton is taken by Trinity and 
Calvary churches, San Francisco; Mrs. 
Irwin, Stockton and San Jose; Mrs. 
Garrett, Bands and King’s Daughters; 
Mrs. Haymaker, in ten-dollar shares by 
different Presbyteries; Mrs. Bickerstoph, 
by San Francisco in addition to its 
Other missionaries, Mrs. Vinton and Mrs. 
Callender. This made it necessary for 
us to give up some of the smaller special 
Objects and big, and have the societies 
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give fora missionary. Hence the slight 


confusion, but we hope and pray order 


may reign supreme, and no society will 
be asked another year to change, for 
the reason it is not on the Assembly’s 
Board list. 

As soon as a_ society pledges an 
amount for a missionary our Foreign 
Corresponding Secretary is written to 
and requested to forward any informa” 
tion she may have in regard to that par- 
ticular missionary, keeping every soci- 
ety in touch with their Special Object. 

The Assembly’s Board list assigns the 
Occidental Board $7,999.69 which 1s ap- 


portionedas follows. Fourteen mission- 


aries amounting to $4,825; Itinerating 
in Laos $200; twelve Bible women in 
India and Persia $451.20. New work 


which is the Occidental Board share in 


new buildings as follows: boys’ school 
at Batanga; house for Mr. Miller at 
Paotingfu; Rang Mahal, boys’ day school 
at Lahore; house for Mr. Peoples at 
Nan; house for single ladies at Pyeng 


Yong—all of which amounts to $230.26; 


nine schools in Africa, China, India, 
Siam and Persia amounting to $584.68. 

Junior and Intermediate Christian 
Endeavor list amounts to $867.90. 

For Young Peoples’ Societies and C. 
E. Societies, Mrs. Hoskins, $400. 

Early in the year came word that Dr. 
Mary Alice Fish was ready and anxious 
to goto Korea. Yet word came from 
New York—‘“‘no one can be sent out 
unless all the salary is pledged over 
and above regular gifts.” Many have 
been the prayers offered to the good 
Father above, that the way might be 
opened, and we are suve they were an- 
swered, for as most of you know, Beni- 
cia Presbytery came forward and said, 
‘“We will raise the $600, over and above.”’ 

We retain our Chinese work as usual. 
In the Occidental school there are four 
scholarships taken, and eleven taken in 
the Chinese Mission Home. Much 
more might be done in the matter of 
support for this work by our societies. 
As we speak of the Chinese Home there 
comes to us the face of one whom we 
all revered for her faithful service in 
this institution. But she has gone from us, 
and we draw our pen through the name 
of one who for nineteen years struck 
for the rights of all oppressed Chinese 
women, and whose brightest record is, 
that she was the means of rescuing 
five hundred Chinese women and chil- 
dren, and thus bringing them under the 
influence of the gospel. Shall not this 
part of our work receive an impulse 
now in this Home where the standard 
bearer has fallen? 
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Notes and Suggestions. 


Are our women “mothering” all that 
is or should be done for or by the young 
people in our churches? The superin- 
tendents of the various Bands, Junior 
Endeavor societies and Sunday schools 
within our territory are being communi- 
cated with, by our respective secretar- 
ies, concerning clubs for Over Sea and 
Land. Now is just the time for “the 


mothers” to second all suggestions of 


that kind. 


Our secretary for Sunday schools has 
written also concerning the Christmas 
offering. The special object for the 
schools in the territory of our Board, 
will be the work of tlie Rev. E. P. Dun- 
lap of Bankok, Siam. All contributing 
schools which so desire and which make 
known their desire to Mrs. H. H. Fry, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York, may 
receive copies letters from Mr. Dun- 
lap every two months. These letters 
give intensely interesting accounts of 
long itinerating tours—traveling in 
sinall coast steamers or canoes, on ele- 
phants and afoot—in a field which is 
ripe for the Gospel. Although our 
Sunday schools are now expected to 
send their gifts for foreign missions 
directly to the treasurer, Mr. Charles 
W. Hand, at 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, and not through the Women’s 
Boards as formerly, we very gladly 
pass along any such information as the 
above and hope that our schools will 
make more than one offering for foreign 
missions during the year. | 


Do you know what is usually done 
with the money which is collected in 
your Sunday school from Sabbath to 
Sabbath? We recently heard of the fol- 
lowing incident: The primary class in a 
certain school sang its collection song 
as usual: 
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“Hear the pennies dropping, 
Listen, as they fall! 

Every one for Jesus, 
He will get them all.” 


After a moment’s pause the following 


questions were asked. “How will He 
getthem?” “What arethey for?” One 
of the larger boys volunteered the an- 
swer: ‘They are to pay the teacher.” 
The teacher, with great embarrassment, 
feeling that she must hasten to correct 
this impression, told them that most 
of their money was used to pay for the 
cards and papers which were “given” 
them each Sabbath. Will it not be a 


change for the better when the church, 


as the parent of the school, pays for its 
supplies? thus leaving the little ones free 
to enjoy the privilege of singing truth- 
fully: | 
‘‘Rvery one for Jesus, | 
He will get them all.” 


Then letters and reports, from the 
fields to which their pennies are sent, 
if presented in an attractive way, will 
be of untold value to the children. If 
this ideal state has not yet been reach- 
ed in your school the children should 


hear from the fields to which their. 


money is sent evenif it is sent only 
once in a great while. 

So much has been said about the 
printed matter in our depository we 
tear we have failed to mention the fact 
that letters from our own missionaries 
are alsoin the hands of our secretary 
for literature. When you send for 
them please enclose postage. 

The eleventh hour has arrived for 
ordering the Year Book. You cannot 
afford to be without it at the beginning 

of the new year. Price, 10 cents. Order 
- this also from the secretary for literature. 

The work of the Board is constantly 
hampered by the low state of the con- 
tingent fund. It is hoped that when 
the quarterly remittances are forwarded, 
the last of December, this fund will be 
generously remembered. 

The Board hopes to send out its plans 
and suggestions for the mission study 
classes the first of January. Cheering 
news has been received, from various 
quarters, which leads us to expect that 
these suggestions will meet a hearty 
response and that the West will keep 
pace with other parts of the Christian 
world which is, at last, awaking to see 
the importance of giving thoughtful at- 
tention to the work which the Lord 
has given his followers to do. The 
Board is depending upon all of its aux- 
iliaries to encourage and foster these 
clubs or classes in every church. 

As usual the special missionary day 
(Thursday) of the week of prayer will 


be observed at headquarters. Will not 
our auxiliaries observe i t also? 
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the office at least ten days prior to date of issue. News 
items should be received not later than Monday morning. 


The Prayer Calendar for 1898 (price 
ten cents) is ready and may be obtained 
from our Secretary of Literature. It is 
a dainty booklet in white and gold, 
pretty enough to lie on the dressing 
table of a queen. The topic for the 


month appears at the head of each page 


while the names of missionaries are 
given under the days, with appropriate 
Scripture texts and happily chosen sen- 
timents in prose and verse. The 
daughters of the King must surely get it. 


The Monthly Missionary Concert 
Topics have been rearranged for 1808. 
The former January topic, the “New 
West,” is thrown forward to June and is 
made to include Alaska, and we begin 
the new year with prayer for “Our 
Country.” One of the sub-divisions of 
the topic suggested for consideration in 
the Missionary Meeting is ‘“The Church 
in the Development of our Country.” 
Rey. S. E. Wishard, D. D., Synodical 
Missionary for Idaho and Utah, has 
written an article for us on this subject, 
which will appear in this column next 
week. 


The following extracts from a person- 
al letter written by Miss Anna F. Hul- 
burd, of the Salt Lake Collegiate Insti- 
tute, give a glimpse of the beautiful 
home life there, and will be welcomed 
by all who are working for this school 
and especially by the friends of Miss 
Katie Smith of Alameda, one of the 
matrons in charge. Miss Hulburd says: 


“Doubtless Mrs. Pierson told you that 


the girls are in the new building—our 
beautiful new building of which we are 
so proud—and that the boys and girls 
are together in the dining room at meals 
now. It isahappy family of forty- 
three in all that gathers three times a 
day about the tables. 

We have eight or nine from Idaho 
this year, most of them from our mission 
schoolsthere. One who graduated here 
two years ago is back, going to the 
Sheldon Jackson College and living in 
the Institute, as all the boarding stu- 
dents of the College do. She has been 


spirit of gratitude and obligation. 


teaching and so earned the money to 
come back. Besides, she has been try- 
ing to pay back the indebtedness she 
owed to a Pennsylvania lady, who 
helped her through her academy course. 
We do so thoroughly appreciate that 
Her 
Christian influence in the on f 
great value to us. 

Altogether we feel that the act of 
combining has been salutary. We miss 


the more homey life of the Octagon and 


all the sweet influences of a place hal- 


lowed by Miss Moore’s life and work, 
but we find the girls of real assistance in 
giving tone tothe home life with the 
boys. The boys are more courteous 
and gentlemanly, more reverent at morn- 
ing prayers, more altogether as we 


would have them. And we enjoy them 


allso! ’Tis such a satisfaction to sce 
them gvow as we do in manliness and 
womanliness, and inthe Christian graces. 
We feel that there is a manifest working 
of the Spirit in our midst and are ex- 
pecting to see the fruits before the 
winter is over. 
The place and work our graduates are 
taking is one of the most encouraging 
features of our work. Twelve of our 
recent graduates are pursuing higher 
studies in various institutions, five are 
in the Utah mission work—and we hear 
very good reports of them. Others are 
in the public schools in the city and 
outlying towns, some in hard places. 
The old days are returning here in 
the city. The fight over the public 
schools is a fight over the old lines of 
division between progress and retrogres- 
sion, between Mormon and Gentile. It 
is growing bitter and lines are being 
drawn in the old fashion.” 


The thing we prize above everything 
else in this world is love, and that isthe 
thing that God prizes above everything 
else. He wants our hearts and affec- 
tions. Now Jesus when he came into 
this world taught that the Father was 
love and all his teachings went on to 
show that his Father was a God of love. 
And not only did he teach that the 
Father was love but that He was love. 
He loved those that didn't love him. 
That is the difference between human 
and divine love; we love a person as 
long as he is worthy and then it is that 
we cast him off. He loves you in spiie 
of what you have done and said and 
what you are doing. “But my people 
would not hearken to my voice: and 


Israel would none of me.” Nothing can 
be more certain to bring remorse and 
torment, than to despise God’s love.— 
Mr. Moody. 
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THE DAYSPRING FROI1 ON HIGH. 
BY E. A. STURGE, M.D. 


(For THE OCCIDENT. | 


Four thcusand years of night and woe— 
Had dragged their slow course by, 
Then o’er the earth there came a glow, 
The Dayspring from on high. 


The prophets, like to twinkling stars, 
Had shone in the dark sky; 

But now a glorious light is ours, 

The Dayspring from on high. 


The sun has risen with healing wings— 
The world’s dark night gone by— 
That Sun of which the prophet sings, 
The Dayspring from on high. 


Rejoice ! Behold the glorious sight! 
The time has passed to sigh; 

The earth is filled with wondrous light, 
The Dayspring from on high. 


This sun shall reach a greater height, 
Till all men by and by, 

In every valley, shall have light, 

The Dayspring from on high. 


JUST AROUND THE CORNER. 
BY BLANCHE BAILEY KING. 


“Was you goin’ to throw them flowers 
away, ma’am?”’ 
the middle of the room, duster in hand, 
watching me attentively, as I listlessly 
refilled a bowl with fresh roses, tossing 
the others on the table, though they 
were scarcely withered at all. What 
did it matter? The conservatory was 
full of flowers. 

“Ves, 
paper and take them, Jane,” I replied, 
wondering a little at the girl’s sudden 


interest. 


“Would it be all the same to you, 
ma’am, if I kept ’em?” she asked, as she 
carefully placed them in the paper. 

“Dowhat you like with them,” I 
answered turning away. Dropping 
wearily into my chair, I took up my 
book again when something—oh these 
mysterious ‘“somethings’—made me 
look up. She was standing at the 
table carefully holding the paper. of 
flowers and gazing intently at me with 
her honest blue eyes. | 

Jane was atypical Irish girl, and her 
blue eyes with their dark lashes, and 
her black hair together with her Irish 
brogue had always attracted me. That 
is, until lately; nothing interested me 
now. 

“What are you going to do with the 
flowers?” I asked, struck, in spite of 
myself, by her expression. Her face 
lighted up instantly; she was evidently 
waiting for just that question. 

“They’re for the Donnelly baby, 
ma’am. It died yesterday and the 
mother, poor soul, she do hateto bury 
it without a sign of a flower at all.” 

“Donnelly,” I said, wonderingly; 


Jane was standing in 


you may gather themin a 
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“who are they, and where do they live, 
Jane?” 

“Why, ma'am, she’s your own wash- 
woman and she lives just around the 
cornor, like. Herman is a poor stick 
of alad (Jane called all her men-ac- 
quaintances “lads,” regardlessof their 
ages). She’s five children left. She’s 
a good dacint woman, and it’s a hard 
time she’s havin’.” 

“Tell James to cut you a box otf fresh 
flowers,” I said, “and tell Mrs. Donnelly 
I am very sorry for her.” 

Thinking this settled the matter I 
resumed my _ reading. Still Jane 
lingered; I felt her eyes upon me; and 
impatiently laid down my book and 
looked up at her. There were tears in 
the girl’s eyes as_ they looked — 
ingly into mine. 

“Oh, Mrs. Grant,” she said, and her 
voice trembled, “Will ye excuse me if 
I make bold to ax a favorof ye?” In 
her excitement she had unconsciously 
dropped into the Irish brogue she was 
gradually losing. ‘“Wouldn’t ye be 
willin,’ just this once, to takein the 
flowers your own self? She’d be that 
plazed, and she’s little enough to plaze 
her, God knows. I wouldn’t ask ye, but 
she’sa nate, cleanly woman, and—” 
here Jane hesitated, watching me 
closely—‘“‘She was so sorry for you, 
ma’am.” 

And with this last remark sheleft the 


room softly, and decidedly surprised, and 


rather annoyed at her unusual be- 
havior, I again opened my book. But 
it was no te; I could not read. The 
pathetic little story of the dead child, 
“Just around the corner,” brought back 


so vividly my own grief, for only a few 


weeks ago my own darling baby was 
buried. I could see her now, lying in 
a bed of flowers, her little hands clasp- 
ing atiny rose bud, andthe grave in 
which it was so terribleto leave her 
a bank of the choicest flowers. 

Now “just around the corner, like.” 
as Jane expressed it, was this other 
baby with no flowers—no daintiness. 
But such people are so different, I 
argued with myself. “She can’t miss 
her baby as Ido mine. She has five 
children left, and I have—nothing.” 
Then I thought of my husband, who 
was such a tower of strength to me, 
and of the loving sympathy of so many 
friends, and selfish as I wasI had the 
grace to feel ashamed. This woman’s 
husband was evidently worthless, from 
what Jane said. Well, the girl would 
take her the flowers, and I had done 
my part. Solopened my book again 
and read the same page over and over. 


one else had done. 
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Why did the words of a simple Irish 
maid ring so persistently in my unwill- 
ing ears? ‘She’s little enough to plaze 
her, God knows.” I closed the book 
with a bang and flung it on the table, 
and rang hastily for Jane. She came 
instantly with an eager, expectant look 
on her face. 

“Put on your hat, Jane, and come 
with me quickly before I change my 
mind. We’'lltake the flowersto Mrs. 
Donnelly.” 

“The Lord be praised, ma’am!” she 
ejaculated with Irish fervor. “She'll 
be proud indade, to think a lady like 


_yoursilf, has thought of her.” 


With the memory of my baby as I 
saw her last, so plainly before my eyes, 
the pathos of that little figure in its 
cheap pine coffin was beyond descrip- 
tion. It would have been a pretty 
child had its face not been s> thin, or so 
prematurely old. The dress it wore 


white as snow, though very coarse, 


but what made the tears roll down my 
cheek, was the poor faded little bunch 
of artificial flowers clasped in its hands. 
Oh, the pity of it! And only “just 
around the corner’ I had more flowers. 
than I knew what to do with. Flowers 
to throw away. I sent jane home for 
all she could carry, and for the first 


time for weeks I felt thankful for one 
of my blessings. 


Very sweet the little “Donnelly 
baby” looked when we had heaped 
flowers around it, till the hard pine 
wood was covered and the thin hands 
clasped a lovely white rose-bud. Then 
the poor, tired, hardworking mother 
who could not take time for the 
(luxury of grief) and I stood and wept | 


together, as we looked at the little one 
so peacefully resting there. 

“Vou did all you could for her,” I 
said gently, remembering the comfort 
which that thought had given me; the 
remembrance that nothing had been 
left undone to save my child. 

“IT did the best I could,” said this 
poor mother sobbing piteously. ‘But 
the doctor ordered good food that I 
couldn’t give her. See how thin she is. 
She might have been saved. That 
makes it somuch harder.” And I, a 
neighbor, had plenty. 

I learned a lesson that day too bitter 
to be easily forgotten. The “Donnelly 
baby” had died in vain. Mine was 
rapidly growing into a case of chronic 
selfishness, and morbid grief, and 
needed just the heroic treatment it re- 
ceived. “Through the mouth of 
babes,” we are often taught and my 
little Irish maid had taught me as no 
I hope never again 
to forget that “just around the corner’ 
there is some one who needs just what 
I can give Y. Observer. 
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Our Little Men and Women 


HOW WE EARNED OUR MISSIONARY 


BY CLARA PIERCE. 


|For THE OCCIDENT. | 

Just a month before Christmas our 
superintendent, Mr. Brown, told us that 
our home missionaries were suffering 
because the Board could not get enough 
money to pay theirsalaries. This made 
us sorry, for how would they buy tood 
and warm clothing forthe winter? Mr. 
Brown also told us that Christian peo- 
ple were going to raise muney to pay 
the salaries of California missionaries 
and asked if we would not like to do 
something to help. 

We thought of the missionary chil- 
dren whose fathers might have no 
money for Christmas, just because the 
Church did not pay what it owed them, 
and we decided to give our Christmas 
offering to them. 

“If your parents give you the money,” 
said Mr. Brown, ‘“‘the offering will be 
their gift not yours; can you not earn 
what you give? I think every member 
of this school can earn fifty cents, and 
then at our Christmas entertainment 
each may tell how he earned his 
money.” 

“Fifty cents! I mever can earn so 
much!” whbispered Eva to me, and I 


heard Charlie say, “I’ve got fifty cents 


in my bank.” 

It was only a month till Christmas, 
and we didn’t know how we could earn 
money, but we wanted to try, for we 
felt so sorry for the missionaries. 

Our school was very small—there 
were only fifteen children—but every- 
body says we have the “nicest little 
Sunday School,” and we meant to do 
our very best. Of course the big boys 
—some of them are fourteen years old— 
could earn money easily, they could 
do a hundred things, but what could 
the little girls of our class do and the 
little bits of folks in the infant class? 
It did seem that there was nothing that 
they could do! 

We talked it all over before we went 
home, and we talked about it at home 
and Charlie said he dreamed about it. 
We asked our mammas what we could 
do. Ours said, “Where there’s a will, 
there’s a way,” and she was right. For 
as soon as we began to look for some- 
thing to do we found it. 

There’s Mary Brown’s mamma,— 
O, she makes the sweetest, crispest gin- 
ger snaps, and she promised to make as 
many as Mary and Emma could sell, if 
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they would help her all they could. 
They liked this, and when the dishes 
had to be washed or the table set or the 
floor swept, they didn’t fret one bit. 

When the cookies were baked and 
folded in a white napkin in a dainty 
basket, the girls had ever so many cus- 
tomers. It made one’s mouth water 
just to see the pretty brown snaps or get 
a whiff of their spicy:smell. The stu- 
dents bought them, and the house- 
keepers bought them—they make such 
a nice dessert with custards or they are 
good with coffee at breakfast— and the 
children all begged for a nickel to buy 
a dozen ginger snaps from Emma or 
Mary. Mrs. Brown had to bake ever 
so many times and every time the 
cookies were just as good as the first 
and sold just as quickly. Shedidn’t 
say she was tired of her bargain, but I 
guess she was glad when Christmas 
was over. | 

Eva’s mother paid her for darning 
stockings, and her little sister Annie 
said, ‘I can darn stockings too,” so her 
mamma said she might. I think Eva 
and Annie worked harder for their 
money than the rest of us girls, at least 
their work was not so plesant. I’m 
sure I don’t like to darn stockings. 

Ted always thinks of something dif- 
ferent from other  people,—it’s a 
wonder he didn’t try to sell jokes or 
tricks, or perhaps he thought nobody 
would want to buy them, so he hunted 
up a big piece of redwood bark that 
had been put away in the attic. 
He cut it into all sorts of blocks: called 
them ‘‘cubes” and ‘“‘triangles” and “cres- 
cents’ and “oblongs.”’ Then he tied 
gay ribbons round them and sold them 
as California souvenir pincushions. 
The bark was very hard to saw, but 
sometimes his father helped, and once 
a tramp who wanted to saw wood for 
his breakfast cut off two or three 
pieces. 

When Ned went out to sell his pin- 
cushions nearly everybody bought, 
they were so pretty and so cheap and 
so like California, for ;where else do 
redwoods grow? The young men on 
the hill wanted the souvenirs to send to 
their sisters. Mamma laughed when 
she heard this, I don’t see why, for I 
think it’s nice when my brothers give 
me presents. It was just the same 
with my lavender sticks. ‘ 

But I haven’t told you about my 
lavender sticks. In the summer Miss 
Robinson gave me a great bunch of 
lavender, and while it was green I 
counted out the stalks and tied them in- 
to nice little bundles of nineteen each. 


Then I laid them away to finish for 
Christmas presents. When I wanted 
money for my Christmas offering I said 
“ll finish my-lavender sticks and sell 
them.” SolI wove in the bright ribbons, 
red and green and pink and lavender, 
and sold them every one. Papa boug!it 
the last one and keeps itin his bureau, 

Silas sold oil cans and brought in 
wood, and when the wind didn’t blow 
and no water ran into the tank, Willie 
pumped it full. Someof the big boys © 
hauled wood and chopped it or brought 
trunks from the station and one of 
them sold tickets for an entertainment. 
Roy set out fruit trees and sold a 
Christmas tree that he got on Bald Hiil. 

Tommy, he’s my brother and he’s a 
little boy, said to me, ‘‘Sister, if you will 
go without butter for a month, I will 
too, and we'll ask papa to give us fifty 
cents apiece.” | 

‘Very good,” said papa, “T’ll pay you 
fifty cents, fora penny saved is a penny 
earned.” 

It wasn’t very easy at first, but we 
thought of the missionaries, and then 
we have syrup at our house in the 
morning and sometimes jelly or gravy 


at dinner,—Dr. Morton thought we 


ought to have gravy every single day 
that month. But if you want to know 
how dry bread tastes to people, mission- 
aries especially, who can’t afford to buy 
butter, just try going without it for a 
month. You mustn’t eat a bit, we 
didn’t, except when we went to Uncle 
Harry’s for Thanksgiving dinner, and 
mamma said that wouldn’t count. 
Tommy wanted to do more than save 
butter-money, and Auntie, who knew 
how to cut funny little paper nuns say- 
ing their prayers, said, ‘‘Tommy, you 
always wake early; how would you like 
to bring me hot water every morning? 


If you will I’ll make you some paper 


nuns.” 

“QO, that will be splendid!” — said 
Tommy, “I’ll begin tomorrow morning. 
Then I can give more than fifty cents 
to the missionaries.” 

So Auntie madethe nunsand Tommy 
sold them, ‘‘two for a nickel or, if you 
prefer, one for five cents,” and he sold 
a whole dollar’s worth! 

When Christmas eve came and we 
had sung and recited and admired our 
pretty tree, Mr. Brown called us one by 
one to bring our offerings and tell how 
we earned our money. Some people 
thought this was the very best part of 
the entertainment, and it was very i1- 
teresting when Freddy Brown, he’s °° 
small that he can’t speak plain, got up 
and told how he “tarried in the wood, ’’ 
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and when tiny Ida Carrol said, “I made 

my bed and I washed my hands.” __ 
When.the money was counted there 

was almost: fifteen dollars, nearly a dol- 


lar apiece from each of us, and the best - 


of it all was that we had earned it all 
ourselves, except one little boy who 
did not understand. 


Our superintendent sent the money 
right away, and we were all very happy 
the next Sunday when Mr. Brown read 
us the beautiful letter that Dr. Norris 
wrote when he thanked us for the gift. 
We were all glad that we could help 
the people who spend all their time 
trying to bring people to Jesus. 


A VICE VERSA CHRISTMAS. 


BY LAWRENCE VANDEVERE. 
|For THE OCCIDENT. |] 


“Oh dear!’ sighed Marjorie Gordon, 
more to herself thanto her brother Hal, 
who was reading the evening paper, 
‘Christmas will be here in three weeks, 
and what shall I do! Twenty-six cents 
is such an enormous sum with which to 
buy presents for six people, to say noth- 
ing of cousins and aunts and uncles and 
girl friends whom one would like to 
remeiuber.” 

‘“T suppose I’m on your long list,” in- 
terposed Hal, ‘‘but remove me pray, if 
that will keep you from soliloquizing 
quite so audibly, while I’m trying to 
read.’ Brother Hal was not so cross as 
he was tired from his hard day’s work. 

So Marjorie took Baby Nellie away, 
and confided her troubles and plans to 
herself and the little one. First there 
was that bunch of tissue paper flowers 
for mamma, the fancy shaving paper 
with a decorated cover for papa, the 
bookmark of celluloid and ribbon for 
Hal, the necktie for Fritz and the new 
clothes for Nellie’s doll. And oh yes, 


she must get a handkerchief to make 


one of those pretty silk-lined handker- 
chief cases for her best chum, Muriel. 

She was about to enumerate the 
multitude of things she would so love 
to give them, but changed her mind 


like awise little woman and went to 


work. With what money and material 
she had, Marjorie thought she could 
provide these little gifts as she had long 
since learned to make a little goa long 
ways. 

‘Nellie there’s the postman’s whistle. 
Do you suppose we'll get a letter?” 
queried Marjorie. 

“IT fink zere will be one from Santie 
Claws, don’t ’oo sink so?” piped Nellie. 

“T hope so, sweetheart; run along.” 

Well, there was a letter for Marjorie, 
at any rate and when she saw the post- 
mark, Nevada, she smuggled the letter 
away, as she surmised Uncle Dick 


would. have “something: say about 
Christmas. Dear Uncle Dick, if only 
he could visit them this year, how de- 
lighted they would all be! 

That evening Morjorie managed to 
have a private conference with her bro- 
thers in their room. She was very jubi- 
lant and at last satisfied Fritz’s curiosity 
by showing the letter. Wasn’t Uncle 
Dick splendid! .A week or so before 
Christmas he would send them five dol- 
lars to help get father and mother a 
Christmas present! They felt that he 
and their parents had been so good to 
them on other Christmases that it was 
about time to have a reversal and get 
something very nice for their parents. 
Hal thought he could spare two or 


three dollars from his wages but Mar- 


jorie decided her share would have to 
be in finding a good bargain. Fritz 
would have a half dollar. Baby Nellie 
slipped quietly away and came back, 
radiant, holding in her tiny fist three 
pennies and a marble. 

‘“Momie tan have ’em fer Kismus 
Marjie; Marjie tate ’em’’, she cried. 
“You dear little dumpling!” laughed 
Marjorie, with a hug, and big brother 
Hal tossed Nellie up in the air and 
treated her to a delightful ride on his 
shoulder. 

About a week after this Fritz dis- 
covered that Uncle Dick was an awful 
double-dealer. He had actually made 


arrangements for mama to buy them 


the usual Christmas presents! 


Again the children met in secret 


solemn conclave, and unanimously de- 
cided to try persuasion on Uncle Dick 
and see if he would not add the money 
to their fund for papa’sand mama’s pre- 
sents. The children had always been 
the chief ones to receive gifts and they 
wanted a change. A-few days after 
this, the letter came from Uncle Dick, 
and they saw from the size of the 
amount enclosed that he had agreed. 

That bustling air of mysterious pre- 
paration which is so usual about Chris- 
tmas time, pervaded the Gordon home 
for the reniaining days. The whole 
week before Christmas was vacation 
and Marjorie at least, was glad of that. 


At last Christmas eve came, as it 
usually does, and the Gordon family 
home from the Christmas tree at the 
chapel, were nearly ready to retire for 
the night. Baby Nellie was snugly 
tucked up in her cribin Mrs. Gordon’s 
rooni. 

Marjorie was putting the finishing 
touches to her presents. It had been 
agreed that the gifts should be received 
some time during the morning. 


 Santie Claws! 


The: Gordon ‘houseHold was usually 
astir quite early on Christmas morning, 
but ‘this timé they overslept as they 
had been up very late the night before. 
But Marjorie awoke and lay still a few 
minutes, thinking of the sweet associa- 
tions of the Christmas tide; Christmas—. 
Christ’s birthday and all it means to the 
world. From the depths of a grateful 
heart, she thanked her Heavenly 
Father for his loving kindness and rich 
blessings. 

‘Patter, patter,’ 
the stairs. 

“Mewie Kwismus, Marjie,” chirps a 
sweet little voice as Nellie climbs up on 
the bed and cuddles in with sister. 

“Marjie Santie Claws comed yast © 
night and he tissed me, he did. Did 
he ’tiss ’00 too?” prattled Nellie. 

“What do you mean, pet?” 

“Zat’s fwat I means. Santie Claws 
kissed me!” she declared emphatically. 

Something happened before breakfast 
which made the children almost forget 
the wonderful surprise that Uncle Dick 
and they had prepared. But I assure 
you that mama and papa fully appre- 
ciated the two lovely books and the 
handsome centre-table and rug for the 
parlor. 

What happened was this: Mama 
said to go into the front hall and see 
what they would find. They all trooped 
out and there was a bundle about six 
feet long, wrapped up in paper and 
labelled in mammoth letters: 

“For The Gordon Children To Enjoy 
On Their Vice-Versa Christmas.” 

Nellie gave the package a little punch 
and Marjorie fancied she saw it move. 
Fritz pulled«~out his knife to cut the 
strings. 

Even Hal joined in the deafening 
cry that arose when Uncle Dick stepped 
out of the wrappings and tried to hug 
then all at once. 

But Nellie cried out in the greatest 
glee: “It’s Santie Claws, Marjie! It’s 
And ’oo did kiss me, 
didn’t ’oo, Santie?” 


came little feet on 


JAPANESE KINDNESS.—Birds build 
their nests in the city houses. Wild 
fowls, geese, and ducks alight in the 
public parks, Wild deer trot about the 
streets. One man had actuallv been 
followed by wild deer in the streets, 


nibbling melon-rind out of his hand, as 
tame as calves and lambs on our farms. 
A dog goes to sleep in a_ busiest street. 
Men turn aside so as not to disturb him. 
One day a beautiful heron alighted on 
the limb of a tree; and the busy, jostl- 
ing throng stopped. No one attempted 
to injure the bird, but several began 
sketching | him.— Selected. 
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Christian Endeavor. 


TOPIC FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 


“HOW TO PRAY.” —Luke ITI: I-13. 


A Meeting Preparatory to the Week of 
Prayer. 


Perhaps the most significant of the 
Scripture lessons, the one most pertinent 
to the subject, is the very first verse. 
The disciples went to Jesus to be taught 
how to pray. There was no one more 
competent than he. To whom else 
could they go? They had their scribes 
and their teachers, but he had the words 
of eternal life. He wasthe hearer and 
the answerer of prayer. If any one 
could direct them he could. | 

The confidence of the disciples in 
asking Christ to teach them to pray was 
misplaced. Noconfidence reposed 
in him ever is. The request was no 
sooner made than Christ granted their 
desire. The request, too, was a prayer 
in itself and one that we all might well 
offer. ‘‘Lord teach us to pray as John 
also taught his disciples.” It was brief 
and to the point as most of the accepta- 
ble prayers of the Bible are and the an- 
swer was just what they wanted. 

No man can tell the things which 
God has prepared for those who love 
him. No man can tell how many he is 
willing to give his children for the ask- 
ing. But they must not expect him to 
volunteer every blessing. They must 
ask for what they need. The disciples 
had to ask, before they were taught how 
to pray; and had they not asked, this 
beautiful prayer which the Christian 
world loves so well might never have 
been given tous. On the other hand if 
the disciples had asked later on for 
other lessons, who can tell what a pray- 
er Christ might have given them! 

Every Endeavorer, ought to study this 
prayer carefully. It is a prayer of rev- 
erence, a prayer for the world, a pray- 
er of unselfishness, a prayer for a high- 
er life. It is all-comprehensive. 

THE TOPIC APPLIED. 

A meeting of prayer is always a help- 
ful one in asociety. In most C. KEK. 
meetings prayers are all too few. 
It is prayer which brings the Master 
near to us and makes his pfesence felt 
in a meeting. | 


The petition, ‘Lord teach us to pray,” 
is one we all ought tooffer. Acceptable 
prayer is a matter of study. We must 
not ask things which are not in con- 
sonance With God’s will. Some prayers 
cannot be answered as those who pray 
them expect. Christ’s prayer in Geth- 
semane could not be’ granted, but 
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angels came and ministered to him and 


_ he was strengthened for his trial. 


The Endeavorer who takes part in a 
meeting by prayer needs to study how 


to pray. Too many think carefully 


over a subject when they expect to 
speak on it, but when they expect to 
pray in a meeting give their participa- 
tion no previous thought, and in this 
way much of the power and possibilities 
of prayer in our meetings are lost. Itis 
often said that the Lord will give us 
words, but he will not if we shirk our 
own duty. No Christian can sit idly by 


and expect his coal bin to be filled or 


his larder supplied or his family clothed, 
neither can he expect words to come 
from his heart, when he has not put 
them there. 


Prayer is a Christianduty. It bright- 
ens the inner life and keeps the Chris- 
tian close to his Master. It is nota 
mere privilege to be used in times of 
sorrow and cast aside when the sun 
shines. Such prayer is selfish prayer, 


used only for the personal benefit it 


may bring. The Christian who treats 


prayer this way never has learned to 


pray. A certain small girl has a friend 
to whom she invariably goes when she 


is perplexed or needs help in the per- 


formance of a disagreeable duty. The 
friend is kind and strong and experi- 
enced and she always gets what she 
asks for, but when her wants are satis- 
fied her friend is neglected until the 
next time she is in need. Each one of 
us has such a heavenly Friend, but too 
often he is condemned to the same 
treatment. 


Our Part in the Week of Prayer. 


We shall not be able to pray on ordin- 
ary occasions unless we take extraor- 
dinary occasions for prayer as_ well. 
The special season of prayer is neces- 
sary, if we are to pray without ceasing. 
Endeavorers—the coming church mem- 
bers—should have the closest sympathy 
with the aims of the Week of Prayer. 
What can we do to further these aims? 

We can pray for the Week of Prayer 
beforehand. Pray that upon that week 
a world-wide revival may start. Pray 
with all your heart. 

Advertise the meetings of the week. 
Speak of them before your society. 
Appoint a committee to press their im- 
portance upon every member. 

Then, when the week arrives, be 
present at the meetings—at every one 
of them. Sit together, if you will. 

Think over each topic beforehand. 
Pray over it. Gotothe meetings with 
a little testimony, or a quotation, or a 
prayer. Take part at the very opening 
of the meetings, where you are needed 
most. 

Offer your services to the pastor, that 


he may use you during the week in any 
way he wishes. 

Plead earnestly’ with: the associate 
members, that they may come “out on 
the Lord’s side during the Week of 
Prayer. What fitter time? .. 

Enter into the week expecting a great 
blessing. Pray for it with the prayer 
of faith that always.has what it asks for. 

And may God bless these seven days 
to his churches:and to hts’ world!—- 
Amos R. Wells, in C. £. World. 


Answers to Correspondents. 


THEO. F. BURNHAM, VALLEJO, CAL 
EDITOR IN CHARGE. 


[THE OCCIDENT will try to secure answers 
in this department to such reasonable ques- 
tions as may be submitted. Address all com- 
munications to the editor in charge as above. 
To Insure an answer, the question must be 
signed with name and address; but the replies 
will always ‘be made by the number of the 

uestion and no names will be printed. Ques- 
tions touching religious experience, church 
work, doctrine, polity and history are solicited 
as well as interpretation of Scripture pas- 
sages. | 


Ques. No. 77. Have we reason to 
infer that missionary enthusiasm is dy- 


ing out from the existence of debt on 
the part of our Boards? 

Ans. By nomeans. The inference to 
be drawn from the facts is this. God’s 
people have been praying for the en- 
largement of Zion. He has opened so 
many doors for Christian work that the 
increase of gifts is less than the increase | 
of opportunities. The need now is for 
consecration of substance and the num- 
ber of proportionate givers is being 
rapidly multiplied. Wealth wisely used 
by Christian hands never had such 
chances for paying investments as to- 
day. The signs of the times are hope- 
ful if viewed from a broad platform of 
vision. 

Ques. No. 78. Do you think it right 
for a former pastor to accept an invita- 
tion to marry a couple in his old congre- 
gation where a new pastor has been 
settled? 

Ans. There are established rules of 
ministerial courtesy, observed bv all 
Christian gentlemen in the ministry. 
One of these is that no wedding or 
funeral is officially attended except 
under the leadership of the incumbent. 
It is quite proper to have the “old 
pastor’ sometimes, but the new man 
must be there and assisted by the old. 
I have always refused to b2 used asa 
tool to snub and hinder the influence 
of asuccessor, which course kind friends 
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have sometimes thoughtlessly taken, 


until reminded of the proper course, 
which usually they will follow if the 
old pastor points out the way. 

Ques. No. 79. Does the theory that 
the church has ever been ideally before 
God and that Christ is its Savior, require 
him to save aught else or even to do 
anything in that direction? 

Ans. Salvation being a gift, the be- 
stowment of a favor, there can be no 
obligation as to its distribution. But 
the impulse to bless on the part of In- 
finite Goodness reaches out in a call to 
universal acceptance of salvation. 


| 
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Literature of the Day. 
All books and magazines reccived will be acknowledged 


promptly. Any extended notice will be at the option of 
the Literary Editor. | 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


TnE First CHRISTMAS TREE, by Henry van 
Dyke. | 

There are stories one reads with suf- 
ficient pleasure while the books con- 
taining them were scarcely noticed 
and soon forgotten. This Christmas 
Story by Dr. van Dyke comes to us ina 
book that makes as pleasing and last- 
ing impression on the mind as the story 
itself. Both book and story are well 


fitted as a seasonable gift where good — 


taste is more considered than much cost. 

Illustrated by Howard Pyle, published 

by Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York. 

$1.50. 

Turning from this book to “On The 
Indian Trail,” by Edgerton R. Young, 
we seem to be reading a continuation 
of the same story and to be among the 
same stalwart people. The Indian of 
the American forest and the Christian 
missionary of the nineteenth century 
are but the same scene we Saw in the 
forest of Europe in the eighth century. 
The former book is a clear, succinct 
echo of a day that is past, from a race 
that then first received the gospel and 
is now foremost in civilization. On the 
Indian Trailis a living voice from trans- 
piring scenes, throbbing with life this 
Christmas season. Both books deserve 
a place in every Missionary and Sun- 
day School library. Published by 
Fleming H. Revell Co., Chicago. $1.00, 
THE NEw TOPICAL TEXT BOOK, with intro- 

duction by R. A. Torrey. New, revised 
and enlarged edition. Fleming A. Revell 
Co. 319 pages. 

Mhis valuble little hand book, which 
has been known by many for some time, 
appears in a new and enlarged edition. 
The Introduction by Rev.R. A. Torrey 
on ‘‘Methods of Bible Study” is sugges- 
tive and helpful, adding no little to the 
value of the whole. The plan of the 
book is to gather under selected and 
alphabetically arranged topics, a list of 
the passages in scripture wherein these 
objects are referred to. The range of 
topics is very wide indeed, and these 
are so sub-divided that the book cannot 
help proving very useful and helpful to 
Bible students. But such works should 
be handled withcare. It would be well 
to examine each cited passage, for there 
is always danger of introducing irrele- 
vant matter in such lists. Romans is 
more valuable as a source of proof texts 
than Job: or Ecclesiastes. It is always 
safest to take into account the character 
of a book and its manifest teaching be- 
fore citing passages in itin support of any 
subject. But observing such a caution, 
this book can be made a very useful as- 
sistant to the student of God’s word. It 
is well printed and attractive in form, 
as well as being a marvel of cheapness 
in price. 

CHEER FOR LIFE’S PILGRIMAGE, by Rev. F. 
B. Meyer.. Fleming H.-Revell Co., Pub- 
lishers. 50 cents. | 

This is a book for the quiet hour of 
meditation and devotion. Its themes 


story, which appears 
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are texts of scripture, which are com- 
mented uponin Mr. Meyer’s usual style 
of felicitous illustration and practical 
application. The believer’s grounds of 
comfort in his union with Christ and his 
share in the unfailing promises of God’s 
word are presented in simple and help- 
ful language. 


HINTS ON BIBLE Stupy, by H. Clay Trum- 
bull, D. D., Prof. Austin Phelps, D. D., 
President Robert Ellis Thompson, S. T. D., 
Prof. F. K. Sanders, Ph. D., Prof. J. L. M. 
Curry, D. D. LL.D., President John A. 
Broadus, D. D., LL.D., Prof. John H. Ber- 
nard, D. D., Bishop C. J. Ell‘cott, D. D., 
Prof. M. B. Riddle, D. D.. LL D., Prof. J. M. 
Stifler, D. D., Bishop J. H. Vincent, D.D., 
LL.D. Published by John D. Wattles & Co., 
Philadelphia; 75 cents. 

This valuable little book is made up 
largely. of articles written at various 
times by the above-named authors for 
the pages of the Sunday School Times. 
Several of them were, however, written 
expressly for this volume. The distin- 
guished names of its writers make any 
commendation of the matter of the book 
wholly unnecessary. 
add thatitsarrangement is orderly and 
logical and that it is not a miscellany, 
but a book. 


“A Concise History of Missions,” by 
Edwin Munsell Bliss, D. D., published 
by Fleming H. Revell Co., is a most use- 
ful book to all who are engaged, as 
every Christian should be, in the study 
and advancement of the great mission- 
ary work of the church. In this little 
volume, the reader can trace the great 
missionary movements which have en- 
listed the zeal and self-sacrifice of the 
church from apostolic times to the pres- 
ent day. In Part First, Apostolic and 
Medieval Missions, Roman Catholic 
Missions, Early Protestant Missions and 
the late movements of British and Aimeri- 
can Missions, together with those of 
Continental Societies and organizations 
in the West Indies, South Africa, Aus- 
tralasia and Hawaii, are traced in a con- 
cise and interesting manner. Part 
Second traces the “development of the 
field,’ and shows how the various 
heathen countries have been or are be- 
ing evangelized. And Part Third treats 
of “Organization and Methods of Work.” 


An appendix gives a list of Missionary 


Societies, and another a list of books on 
Missions and their history. The book 
is admirably adapted for class study, as 
well as for individual use. 

A CAPITAL COURTSHIP, by Alexander Biack, 

Chas. Scribner’s Sons. §1. 

A sprightly story which owes its in- 
terest rather to the sparkle of brilliant 
conversation than any intricacy of plot. 
Its scene is laid for the most part in the 
Capital of the nation, and a unique and 
attractive feature of the volume is the 
‘pictorial realism’ presented by ex- 
cellent photogravures of Presidents 
Cleveland and McKinley, Sir Julian 
Pauncefote, Speaker Reed, and other 
prominent men. 


Rudyard Kipling’s first ‘‘Just-So” 
in the Christ- 
mas number of S/ écholas, is -illus- 
trated by Oliver Herford. It is the 
first of a series of fantastic stories about 
animals. 


We need only 
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Our Periodicals. 


The American Review of Reviews for 
December contains many articles of 
special interest. Lady Somerset pays 
her tribute to the late Duchess of Teck. 
Dr. Clifton H. Levy tells 
Bible Came Down to Us.” Mr. Ernest 
Knaufft gives a critique on “John Gil- 
bert and Illustration in the Victorian 
Era.’ Dr. Albert Shaw writes on 
“American Novels and Novelists.” The 
frontispiece is a reproduction ofa paint- 
ing, The Raising of Lazarus, by the 
young negro artist, Henry O. Tanner. 
The 23 pp. book department is of inter- 
est at this holiday season. 


In the Christmas Number of the 
San Francisco News Letter for this 
year will be found twenty-five full page 
engravings by the best California artists, 
reproduction from the originals in oil, 
in Dlack and white and in etchings. 
The literary features of this number de- 
serve especial mention. The _ stories 
and poems are from the pens of writers 
of known ability; and the whole num- 
ber, from cover to cover, will form an 
exquisite work of one hundred pages 
—every leaf of interest and artistic 
merit. Itis mailed by the Publishers 
for fifteen cents percopy, and is hand- 
somer than any Christmas card to send 
to a friend abroad. 


In Lippincott’'s Magazine for Decem- 
ber, Julia P. Dabney depicts the lights. 
and shades of life in the Canary Islands 
in her story ‘Poor Chola.” George 
Ethelbert Walsh gives a timely article 
on “Gold Mining in North America,’ 
from California tothe Klondike. ‘Who 
Are the Greeks?” by W. A. Curtis, and 
“Keyptian Queens’ by Leigh North, 
are of historical interest. Theodore F. 
Wolfe gives the second of his articles 
on ‘Some Literary Shrines of Manhat- 
tan” and tells of those “About and 
Above City Hall Park.” | 


Books Received. 

From the Westminster Press, Presbyte- 
rian Board of Publication, Philadel phia. 

“The Daughters of the Parsonage,” by 
Belle V. Chisholm. | | 

“In His Steps,” by J. R. Miller, D. D. 

“Scripture Texts with Expositions 
from Calvin’s Commentaries on the 
Minor Prophets,” by Rev. Chas. E. 
Edwards. 

‘Persia; Western Mission,” by Rev. 
S. G. Wilson. | 

“A Heartening Word for Mr. Fearing”’ 
by Rev. Wm. P. Patterson. 

“The Westminster Question Book for 
1898.” 

“The Westminster Shorter 
chism. 


Cate- 


From The Pilgrim Press, Boston and 
Chicago, “A Bunker Hill Failure by 
Anna F. Burnbam. 


From Charles Scribner's Sons, New 
York, ‘The First Christmas Tree,” by 
Henry van Dyke, $1.50; ‘‘A Capital 


Courtship” by Alexander Black, $1.00. 
From the Reform Bureau, Washing- 
ton, D.C.;“‘Lectures on Social Progress,” 
by Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, D. D., cloth 50. 
paper 25 cts. | 


‘ 
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OBITUARY. 

O 
Mrs..George, Partridge,..whose death 

occurred: in San Francisco, November 


8th, at the residence, 3128 "27st Street 


was in earlier days oije, Of ‘the most 
widely known Sabbath school, workers 
in the East. . Before removing. from St- 
Louis some twelve years ago'and conring 
to California in quest of health, she was 


for eleven years teacher Of the infant 


class of Biddle Market Mission, St.Louis, 
the second largest mission S.S. in the 
United. States, the infant class being 
composed of newsbdys and boctblacks 
whose average attendance was three 
hundred fifty. This class she managed 
with no assistant teacher and many a 
rough and uncouth boy became in after 
years a respected Christian citizen 
through her loving influence. She had 
charge of the primary department of 
Chautauqua the first two years of its 
organization, under Bishop Vincent, and 
was the author of “How to Teach Little 
Folks” and ‘Nail Heads,’’-two very 
helpful books for primary teachers. She 
also was the only lady invited to write 
on one of the questions of the Shorter 
Catechism which was compiled some 
years ago by the leading ministers of 
this country, her question being “Christ 
the High Priest.” She was the first 
woman who ever addressed the General 
Assembly and there have been but two 
since. Although never having entered 
the door of Trinity Presbyterian church, 
San Francisco, of which she was a 
“Shut-In” member, yet many testified 
to the help she had rendered by her 
intense interest and the cheerful optim- 
ism which was her distinguishing trait. 
Dr. Alex. Carson, of Trinity, who offici- 
ated at the funeral, spoke from the text 
“Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord, for their works do follow them.” 
This seemed a peculiarly appropriate 
comfort for the sorrowing ones who laid 
her tu rest in beautiful Cypress Lawn, 
for surely “She hath done what she 
could.” 


> 
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Millions 


Stick to.the Directions, 


if you want to get the most good out of 
vs) Pearline. Otherwise, you'll be puttine 
in too much, and wasting the Pearline, 
and calling it expensive. Or you 
won't put in enough, and so you 
y won't getas much help from it as 
-#\\ you expected, and you'll have to 
do more work. Directions on 
every package for hot and cold 
water washing, with and without 
boiling. 


These simple, easy directions 


have revolu ionized the work of washing. 


Pearline 
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Big Fortunes by Small Means. — 


It is a surprising fact, and may not be 
familiar to many bright Trovers, thatthe 
majority of snug fortunes made by in- 
ventors have proceeded not from the pro- 
found discoveries that revolutionized the 
world, but from some small and appar- 


ently insignificant affair, which many a 
would-be inventor might think beneath 


his notice, 

The New Jersey man who hit upon 
the idea of attaching a rubber-erasing tip 
to the end of lead pencils is worth $200,- 
ooo. The miner who invented a metal 
eyelet for pockets, to resist the strain of 
ore and heavy tools, has made more 
money from it than if he had “struck” a 
good vein of gold-bearing quartz. Ev- 
eryone has seen the metal plates used 


to protect the heels and soles of rough 


shoes, but everyone doesn’t know that 


the man who hit upon the idea has 
within ten years made $250,000. As 


large a sum was obtained by the Yankee | 


who invented the glass bell to hang 
over gas jets to protect ceilings from 


smoke. The inventor of the roller 
skate has made $1,000,000, notwith- 
standing the fact that his patent had 
nearly expired before the craze for roll- 
er-skating. The gimlet pointed screw 
has produced more wealth than most 
silver mines, and the Connecticut man 


iq 


For fifty years 


who first thought of putting copper tips 
on the toes of children’s shoes is as well 
off as if he had inherited $1,000,000, for 
that’s the amount his idea has realized 
for him. 

The common needle-threader, which 
everyone has seen for sale, isn’t at all 
intricate, and any fifteen-year-old boy 
might have thought of it, but he didn’t. 
The man who did has an income of $10,- 
ooo a year from his invention. Few in- 
ventions pay better than popular patent- 
ed toys. The man who ‘‘invented” the 
return ball, an ordinary wooden ball 
with a rubber string attached to pull it 
back, made $1,000,000 from it. The 
owner of the most recent popular toy, 
“Pigs in Clover,” has an immense for- 
tune init. A half dozen factories are 
furning them out by the tens of thous- 
ands, but the public wants more than 
the factories can make; or did a few 
days ago. By this time the worst of the 
craze 1S Over. | 

Now, my enterprising Trovers, invent 
something! But don’t fly too high; try a 
button or a shoe-string, or something as 
simple; there is the money.— 7veasure 
Trove. 


MARRIED. 


In Cambria, San Luis Obispo Co., 
Cal., at the Manse of the Presbyterian 
church on Monday, Dec. 13th, 1897, by 
Rev. Henry C. Thomson, D. D., Mr. 
James C. McFerson of Cambria, and 
Mrs. E. J. Snedaker of Denver, Colo. 
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Vi 
For thirty years the STANDARD of Ex- 
-ELLENCE. 


The Leader in all modern improvements. 


Don’t fail to see it sewing Machine, 


before buying a 


STANDARD PAPER PATTERNS 
Highest Perfection, Lowest Prices. Send for 


Catulogue. 
J. W. EVANS, 


1021 Market St., south side, nr. Sixth. 
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IN MEMORIAM. 


The Rev. Moses Allen Williams was 
born Sept. 26th, 1811, in Washington 
Co., Pa., the early home of many others 
renowned in the history of the Presby- 
terian Church and of this country. 
Having lived 86 years 2 months and fif- 
teen days, a long, consecrated, eventful 
and useful life, he. gently fell asleep in 
Jesus, on the 11th of Dec., 1897, at his 
residence near Medford, Oregon, where 
he had resided, prayed and studied for 
39 happy years. Having ever been 
“found in the way of righteousness,” he 
was peacefully ‘gathered to his people” 
“as a shock of corn cometh in its sea- 
son.” He belonged to a remarkable 
family for piety and scholarship, being 
a brother of Rev. Aaron Williams, D.D, 
and Prof. Samuel R. Williams, long a 
professor in Jefferson College. 
was the wife of Rev. S. J. Reid, who 
was a minister and -teacher. 
that the two brothers, Moses and Sam- 
uel, were very much alike as men of 
fine literary attainments, capable of fill- 
ing high educational positions. Yet 
unusually modest and unassuming, never 
exalting themselves or boasting of what 
they had done or complaining of hard- 
ships endured or difficulties encountered. 
All this was preeminently true of Moses 
_A. Williams, who gave the most of his 
life to pioneer work of the most arduous 
and self-denying kind, and yet he al- 
ways, and very properly, spoke of it as 
for the Master's sake and as nothing ex- 
traordinary. As one would expect, 
therefore, his preaching was thoughtful 
and vigorous, fervent and conciliatory, 
never compromising and yet never bel- 
-ligerent. He had Peter’sstrength with- 
out his too great impulsiveness and 
John’s fervor with his lovable winsome- 
ness. Forsaking the comforts and re- 
finements of cultured society, which he 
was so qualified by nature and educa- 
tion to enjoy, he gave himself for 
nearly half a century to pioneer Gospel 
work on a foreign field andin Southern 
Oregon, riding on horseback through all 
kinds of weather, preaching in school 
houses, lodging in the humble homes of 
the early settlers and in the camps of 
miners, and for years not being able to 
meet his brethren in Presbytery and 
Synod, owing to distance and absence 
of railroads, 

In 1839 Mr. Williams graduated from 
Jefferson College. Hethen wentsouth, 
and taught for some years in Maryland 
and Georgia, doing no little preaching 
at the same time. Hence, he was 
licensed by the Presbytery of Georgia 
in 1844 and ordained as an evangelist 


A sister 


It is said 
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by the same body in 1846. He spent 
the Junior year of theological study 
in 46-47, in the Seminary at Columbus, 
S. C., under Dr. Thornwell and others. 
He then returned north and taught an- 


other year, and entered Princeton Theo- | 


logical Seminary, where he graduated 
in 1849 under the instruction of Dr. 
Charles Hodge and others of equal 
note. Soon afterward he accepted 
the call to Uniontown, Pa., where he 
served the Presbyterian Church as pas- 
tor for three years, being released from 
his pastorate by Presbytery, April 17th, 
1852. Soon afterward he accepted an 
appointment asa missionary to Chili, 
after which he spent nearly a year in 
New York City studying the Spanish 
language and otherwise preparing for 
his chosen work. His custom then was 
to rise at 5 o’clock and spend an hour 
with his Greek Testament before enter- 
ing upon the other duties of the day. 
During that time he committed to mem- 
ory nearly the whole of the book of 
Hebrews in Greek. His diary shows 
that he then, as during the mest of his 
life, lived in close and blessed commun- 
ion with his Savior and was much in 
prayer. His diary contains many beau- 
tiful prayers and much other most in- 
teresting and valuable matter, covering 
a period of 45 years from 1852. March 


-Igth, 1853, he took passage on the ship 


‘John Marshall,” paying $150 for his 
passage, and began the long vovage of 
four months, around the Horn, to Val- 
paraiso, where he landed July 13th, 
1853. There he remained studying, 
teaching and preachingfun til June 1856, 
when, owing to impaired health, he re- 
linquished his work and took ship for 
Puget Sound, arriving at Port Town- 
send in October. Spending some months 
on the Sound he proceeded to Portland, 
Oregon, in Jan. 1857, and on to San 
Francisco by steamer. During that 
year he itinerated in California, coming 
into the Rogue River Valley Oct. 
31st, 1857, and preaching his first 


sermon in the valley, in a little school 


house to thirty-five or forty people, 
Nov. 1st, 1857. The 22nd of the same 
month he organized the first Presbyter- 
ian church of Jackson county and of 
Southern Oregon, in Jacksonville. He 
soon returned to California where he 
was married to Mrs. Amelia W. Jacks, 
in Sacramento, in the following July. 
He then came with his wife and entered 


upon his forty years’ residence and labor 


in Southern Oregon. October 2nd, 1873, 


‘“BROWN’S BRONCHIAL TROCHES” are of 
great service in subduing. Hoarseness and 
Coughs. 
tions. 


Sold only in boxes. Avoid imita- 
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BEST INVESTMENT 
ON EARTH!!! 


They earn more money, in 
proportion to cost, than 
any other product of 
human ingenuity. 
he SINGER MANUFACTURING CO. 
POST ST.,S. F. 


Raisin Seeder for cts 


POSTPAID. 


We are tired of’selling jobbers and waiting 
for'days for our money 


So we will sell House- 


keepers at Jobber’s prices. 
Send 50 Cents and we 


will mail you postpaid one 


of our best.... 


BAY STATE RAISIN SEEDERS. 


Guaranteed to seed 1 lb. of raisins in 5 min- 
utes. Simple to operate and easy to clean. 


EASTON MANUFACTURING CO. 
64 Federal Street, - - Boston. 


GEO. PARTRIDGE, | 
[luminating and Lubricating Oils 


Oil Barrels and Drums. 


CALIFORNIA STREET, 
San Francisco. 


* 


Now Is the Time to Get Bargains. 


GOODS SOLD CHEAP THIS MONTH. 
Infants’ Shirts to one year old............ 5 
Child’s Woor Stockings, 
Child’s Cotton Stockings, 5, 6, 7 


Infants’ Shoes, all colors, 1 to 4........... 25 
Men’s Sunday Shoes, until gone.......... 1.25 
Ladies’ Sunday Shoes, until gone......... 1.25 


SMITHS 


CASH STORE 


25 & 27 Market Street, S. F.. 


SIMPLE STRONG 
AS 
NY 
< 
\ | Py 
| 
he) 
SS 
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W. O. BUCKLAND, M. D. 


SPECIALTY--Chronic Diseases and Diseases of 
Stomach, Kidney and Bladder, 


Office and residence, 1370 Franklin St. 
Tel. Black 2131. OAKLAND, Cal. 


DR. HAYES C. FRENCH 


Surgery and diseases of the 


EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT 


Office Hours: 
and 1—4 


Telephone Black 2521. 


Aubergier’s?™ | 


Pastilles of 


Used with marked success in Europe for 
half century, in cases of Bronchitis, 
Whooping Cough, Catarrh, Asthma, and 
Colds; also for Intestinal Neuralgia, Pal- 
pitation of the Heart, Insomnia and all 
conditions requiring sedative action. 

They soothe the Hacking Cough in 
Pulmonary cases and give sleepand quiet 
tothe Public speakers and sing- 
ers find them almost indispensable. 


E. FOUGERA & CO., NEW YORK ; 


Y. M.C. A. BUILDING 
San Francisco, 


Cal, 


PARKER’S 
HAIR BALSAM 


meCleanses and beautifies the 
Promotes a luxuriant gro 


Never Fails to Restore Gray 
Gures scalp diseases & hair falling 
sca iseases a 
50c, and $1 $1.00at Druggists se 


PIPE ORGANS—+« 


When in need of a first-class Pipe 
Organ, warranted fully equal to the best 
Fastern manufacture, or repairing and 
tuning done, call on or write for testimo- 

nials and prices to Geo. N. Andrews, 
Pipe Organ Manufacturer, No. 620 16tb 
street, Oakland, Cal. 

Estimates Cheerfully Furnished. 


THE LARGEST ESTABLISHMENT MANUFACTURING 


GHURGH BELLS 


PUREST BELL METAL (COPPER — 
Send for Price and Catalo 
McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, BAL 


BELLS 


Steel Alloy Church & School Bells. s@-Send for 
Catalogue. The C.S, BELL CO., Hillsboro. O. 


FAVORABLY KNOWN SINCE 4996. BE, 
HURCH, SCHOOL & OTHER PUREST.BESL 
-MENEELY &CO., GENUINE 


iM? CHIMES, Erc. CATALOGUE & PRICES FREE. 


1ORE, 


HENRY PILCHER’S SON’S 


Loulsville, Ky. 


PIPE ORGANS 


World’s 


laria, Poorness of the Blood, Gon- 
eral Debility and Wasting Dis- 


ee Strengthens the Nerves and builds 
; up tho entire system. 


7 Grand National Prize of ¢ 


16,600 Francs ¢ 

at Paris 
wz Paris: 22 Rue Drouot. 

==-4£. FOUGERA & CO., 
26-30 N. William St. New York. 
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his beloved wife departed this life, hav- 
ing long been his comfort and support 
in his pioneer ministry. For eleven 
years he lived alone on his farm when 
he married Mrs. Sarah L. Van Dyke, 
who shared with him the joys and sor- 
rows of his declining days and who, 
now an invalid, survives him. 


Some say that Father Williams buried 
himself in Southern Oregon, but the 
burial was a seed planting from which 
no less than six churches have grown 
and five of them are well established 


housed with their own pastors. 


He was a John the Baptist in founda- 
tion work and a John the beloved in 


spirit, but always preferred to be like 


Jesus. Though dead he continues to 


live and to preach. His works follow | 


him. He also served the county as 
school superintendent for one term and 
most acceptably. He was buried from 
the mother church at Jacksonville by 


five remaining Presbyterian ministers 


in the valley and many admiring friends. 
May we, like him, apply our hearts 
unto wisdom. F. G. STRANGE. 


There is no more searching test of any 
man’s faith or philosophy or speculations 
thau death itself. Wéill that thing do to 
die by? isthe question that punctures 
many a pretty system of non-Christian 
speculation. Every now and then we 
read of some striking instance of simple 
heroism in the face of death on the part 


of some soul whom a hope in Christ has 


emancipated from all bondage to the 
fear of death. A notable instance of 
such sublime confidence has been re- 
corded in connection with the recent loss 
of the young Duke Frederick of Meck- 
lenberg, through the foundering of his 
torpedo boat near Cuxhaven. When 
the Duke realized that there was no 
chance of life for himself and crew, he 
calmly said: “Tet us pray!’ The prayer 
that followed was a brief, manly com- 
mendation of his own soul and those of 


his men to their Maker before whom > 


they would soon appear. It isa Chris- 
tian faith, not a catchy popular philoso- 
phy, which not only relieves the soul of 
abject terror in face of death, but more 
than that, makes the human heart posi- 
tively exultant over all the convulsions 
and dissolutions of time and mortality. 
From the N. Y. Observer. 


At Lytton Springs you will find the most de- 
lightful winter home on the Pacific Coast. 
Good table, pleasant rooms, beautiful scenery, 
fine walks, de lightful climate, five healthful 
mineral springs, medical attendance when 
necessary. Rates $7 to fg per week. For fur- 
ther information address Mrs. R. J. DEYOE, 
Lessee and Manager, Lytton Springs. 


Hotel 
Westminster 


Los Angeles, Cal. | 


Re-opened after having been closed 
six months for repairs. 


Thoroughly up-to-date from to 
bottom. 


New plumbing. 
Steam heat. 


Electric lights in all’rooms. 
One hundred private baths. 


270 rooms. \ 

Two elevators. 
American and European plan. 
First-class in all respects. 
Free from all objectionable features. 


F, O. JOHNSON, 


Proprietor. 


Occidental Hotel... 


SAN FRANCISCO. 


WW. B. Hooper - - Lessee 


A QUIET HOME——* 
*——FOR FAMILIES 


HOME COMFORTS AT 


Mentone 


901 Powell Street 


J. G. CHOWN, Prop. 
San Francisco, Cal. 


The 


RICHARD S. DEY, 
911 Presbyterian Building, New York 


LITERATURE Purchasing Agency 


You can renew ALL sub criptions to vews 
papers and magazines with ONE ordcr to my 
agency and save money by it, too. Orders 
and subscr'ptions received for books pub- 
lished any w here. 


Pit and Workmanship 
Guaranteed. Prices 
Moderate. 


Charles Adams 


TIERCHANT TAILOR. 


1384 [Market Street 
Opp. Central P ark 
S.F. Cal: 
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The Newspaper in the Family. 


Onee there was: a class of civil and 
Criminal trials which all respectable 
daily papers dismissed with the remark, 
“The details of this case are unfit for 
publication.” But all 
Nothing now seems too indecent to be 
printed. The unsavory reports of di- 
vorce courts, the modes of intrigue, 
what and where are the conveniences 
of sin, the price of unchastity, the steps 
that lead to it, the reports of every 
kind of crime and vice, with the jokes 
of the lawyers and the appearances of 
witnesses, the gossip of servants, the 
treacherous spying of paid detectives— 
nothing of this immoral effluvia is spared 
us. Equally to be deplored and con- 
demed is the importance give to great 
criminals and their execution. Brutal 


and vulgar robbers and murderers are 


described with all the silly ornaments 
of sentimental writing; made _ sub- 
jects of intellectual analysis and psych- 
ical study. Murder becomes tragedy, 
and the murderer is invested witha 
kind of mystery. His looks and actions 
are described; what he wears and what 
he eats,and how he employs himself 
are made subjects of general interest. 
~ Not unfrequently a whole column is 


given up to a description of his last 


breakfast and the scene at the gallows. 
The greatest preacher, statesman or 
scholar could hardly count upon such 
obseqtious attentions after death. 

Now, every thoughtful person will 
acknowledge that all this isscandalously 


in excess of what the ends of justice or | 


of the public interest require. If the 
law can be trusted to sentence a man to 
death, it may also be trusted to carry 
out its own sentence decently and ef- 
fectively. It might even be better to 
allow the public to see the execution in 
all its bare, brutal reality, than to have 
the loathsome details intellectually 


seasoned and served up at the family 


breakfast table. Besides, what possible 
end of justice of or public security is 
served by the presence of a few news- 
paper reporters? Is any human being 
made wiser or better by these reports? 
Is any legal, or scientific, or moral pur- 


pose served? Is vice made more hideous | 


by the daily representation of it? On 
the contrary, familiarity’ with crime, 


even in print, is athing to be avoided. 
From Christian Wore. 


God is Love; and he that dwelleth in 
love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. 


1 John 4:11. 
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Mills College and Seminary 


THE OLDEST 
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Grants Diplomas and Confers Degrees. Rare Opportu- 
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The lesson was from the prodigal son, 
and the teacher was dwelling on the 
character of the elder brother. “But 
amid all the rejoicing,” he said, ‘“‘there 
was one to whom the preparation of the 
& feast brought no joy, to whom the prod- 

igal’s return gave no pleasure, but 
only bitterness; one who did not ap- 
prove of the feast being held, and who 


had no wish to attendit. Now,can any 
of you tell me who this was?” There 
was a breathless silence, followed by a 


from a dozen sympathetic little geniuses 
came the chorus: ‘Please, sir, it was 
the fatted Bits. 


The New Pastor—Good morning, my 


dear child. Is your mamma at home? 
Willie—vYes, sir, she’s at home, but 
I’m afraid the consolations of religion 
will be thrown away on her to-day, sir.”’ 
‘Dear me, and why so?” 
“She’s having trouble with her jelly, 
sir?’—Cleveland Plain Dealer. 


“Oh, papa,” said a vivacious East 
Liberty maiden, “we want a_ good 
name for our young ladies’club. Can 
you think of one at once significant and. 
appropriate?” ‘Well, I don’t know,” 
replied the old man, “how would 
‘Giddy’uns Band’ do?” 


At a recent birthday party a young 
lady began a song, “The autumn days 
have conie, ten thousand leaves are fall- 


ousand,’——-she screamed, and then 


stopped. 
“Start her at five thousand!” 
an auctioneer who was present. 


S She: “Woman's mind is cleaner than 
that of man.’ He: ‘Certainly. She 
changes it oftener. Jour- 
nal, 


Its Use. do you 


cried 


a pouch. 
“What does it do with it?” 
it’s hunted it gets inside.” 
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vigorous cracking of thumbs, and then| 


know about a kangaroo? Boy—lIt has 


Presbyterian Work and a First-class Ad- 


ing.” She began too high. “Ten thou--| 


viduals. 


Special 


Everybody’s 


Complete 


A Simple, sak eau Machine Within the Means of ati. 


You need not go to school to learn how to use it, or mort- 
page house to it | 


HED NGD 


This is exact copy of The MERRITT'S work. It is 
equal to that of any High Priced Typewriter. Re- 
licves fatigue from steady use of pen. Improves 
Spolling and punctuation. Interests and instructs 
children. The entire correspondence of a business 
house can be done with it. Learned in a half hour 
from directions. Prints capitals, small letters, 
figures and characters,--78 in all. Price $15, com- 
pjete. Agents and canvassers in all cities. wanted. 


A FEW VOLUNTARY TESTIMONIALS a 


The original letters, with many others, on file at our office. 


 Juny 20th, 1889. 
We would not be without THE MERRITT, as we use it for all our letter writing. Have not 
written 2 single letter with the pen since the machine was received, | VIRGEN HES, IND., PAPER CO. 


Avucust 3d, 1885 
Our shemigeaitinad has taken down and written out on THE MERRITT, by actual count, un 
average of thirty-nine letters per day, the average number of words per letter being fifty-nine. This 
ee your claim that the corresponden. ce of an ordinary business house can be done on TH! 


IRRITT. RICHARDS & ARNOLD, NEW YORK, 


Many other testimonials sent voluntarily. 


typewriter paper, 


only $9.50. 


_OVER 1,000 HAVE BEEN SOLD ON THIS COAST. 
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San Francisco, Cal. 
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